
P15K loan to Tarlac City 
farmers hit by low palay 
prices

Basahin at intindihin ang 
renewable energy act. Sa 

LG Komentaryo 
Isang Palaisipan

BASAHIN SA PAHINA 8

mga susunod na issue ay iisa-
isahin natin ang nilalaman 

nito at mga iba’t-ibang bagay 
patungkol na rin sa issuance 

at compliance ng ECC

November 17-23, 2019 Php 8.00Volume IV No. 23

www.tarlacweekender.com               tarlacweekender@yahoo.com

HATAW NA KAIBIGAN

•p
ag

e 
5

By: Roldan Ramos

The Best Talaga ang 
TARELCO 1 (Part 2)

MAGKASANGGA TAYO

•p
ag

e 
5

By: Nestor Castro

Panahon na para ipursigi 
ang SOLAR POWER!!! 

(Part 2)

tarlac weekender

Cont. on page 5

In just a week - 123 NPA 
supporters surrender in 
Central Luzon

(read on page 3

(read on page 7)

Cont. on page 6
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•	Poultry Building Design 
Scam

•	Effective Fly Control 
(part 1)

(read on page 6)

Abangan sa mga 
darating na linggo:

KNOW YOUR PUBLIC 
SERVANT section,

kung saan ating i-feature 
ang inyong paboritong 

lingkod-bayan

(Guest columnist)

A total of 123 person-
alities involved in 

supporting the National 
People’s Army (NPA) offi-

BELENISMO 2019 (CAPAS’ ENTRY) - The Capas Belen is described as symbolizing what is going on now in The 
New Clark City. New hope, new beginning, a preparation that something is about to unfold.

12th Belenismo sa Tarlac gathers 42 entries
TARLAC CITY, Tarlac – 

The beautiful nativity 
scenes all over the province 
is a clear indication that 
Christmas is here.

The yearly Christmas 
event organized by the Tar-
lac Heritage Foundation has 
42 entries for various cate-
gories. The two-month long 
activity officially opened on 
November 4. Final judging 
is scheduled for November 

16.  Awarding ceremonies 
is tentatively scheduled for 
December 7.

The Belenismo sa Tarlac 
2019 has 4 categories:
•	 Community Catego-

ry
•	 Church Category
•	 Monumental Catego-

ry
•	 Grand Category 

(Municipal/Non Mu-
nicipal)

First Prize Winners can 
expect a prize of P70K to 
P100K depending on the 
category. The prize for win-
ners is from a low of 50K to 
a high of P60. Third prize on 
the other hand is P40K to 
50K

This year’s mechanics and 
guidelines strictly disallows 
political figures or images 

on the entries, and at least fifty per-
cent (50%) of the materials used to 
make the Belen must be comprised 
of indigenous materials.

This yearly event has become an 
attraction for the province. Tarlac 
residents and those from nearby ar-
eas and even passers by would stop 
by each Belen to enjoy the beauty of 
each one of them./BDF

Supreme Court’s First Judiciary Regional 
Center breaks ground in New Clark City

The Supreme Court of the Phil-
ippines broke ground its First 

Judiciary Regional Center in New 
Clark City on October 4, 2019. Led 
by Chief Justice Lucas Bersamin 
and BCDA President and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer Vivencio Dizon, the 
groundbreaking ceremony paves the 
way for President Rodrigo Duterte’s 
vision to build alternative cities to 
decongest Metro Manila and spur 
growth in areas outside of the capital.

The event was also graced by Court 
of Appeals Acting Presiding Justice 
Remedios Salazar-Fernando, Sandi-
ganbayan Presiding Justice Amparo 
Cabotaje-Tang, Court of Tax Appeals 
Presiding Justice Roman Del Rosa-
rio, Philippine Judicial Academy Jus-
tice Adolfo Azcuna, Court Adminis-
trator Jose Midas Marquez, Deputy 
Court Administrator Leo Madrazo, 
Socioeconomic Planning Secretary 
Ernesto Pernia, 

Giant batteries and 
cheap solar power 
are shoving fossil 
fuels off the grid

Malacañang to 
study proposed 
4-day work 
week

cially surrendered to the folds of the government 
in a period of one week in Central Luzon.

On the 6th of November,  53 NPA supporters 
surrendered to the 84th Infantry Battalion in Ca-
ranglan, Nueva Ecija and 24 to the 91st Infantry 
Battalion in San Luis, Aurora.

Surrenderees came from the following NPA 
underground affiliates: Sangay ng Partido sa Lo-
kalidad; Yunit Milisyang Bayan; Pambansang 
Katipunan ng Magbubukid sa Pilipinas; Malay-
ang Kilusan ng Bagong Kababaihan; Kabataang 
Makabayan of Sitios Lising and Pandayan; and 
Komiteng Larangang Gerilya Sierra Madre.

The mass surrender was a result of the concert-
ed efforts of the 91st Infantry Battalion (91st IB), 
84th Infantry Battalion (84th IB), 3rd Civil Mili-
tary Operations Company and the 7th Civil Mil-
itary Operations Battalion with the support and 
assistance of Barangay Task Forces to End Local 
Communist Armed Conflict in the areas.

91st IB Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colo-
nel Jose Mari F. Torrenueva II, who formally re-
ceived the surrenderees in San Luis, said they will 
continue to conduct necessary actions to convince 
rebels and their supporters to surrender and go 
back to mainstream society. “They, too, deserve to 
live peacefully, and we are giving them the chance 
to do that,” he said.

Moreover, 84th IB Commanding Officer Lieu-
tenant Colonel Honorato S. Pascual Jr said the 53 
former rebels from Carranglan who formally sur-
rendered to him admitted to the useless and point-
less cause they were fighting for.  

“Gusto na nilang mabuhay nang payapa, at ang 
paraan lang para magawa nila iyon ay sumuko 
sila at makipagtulungan sa atin (They want live in 

Tesla’s new solar roof will 
be as cheap as a shingle 
roof and electric bill
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Renewable Energy Act...
          from page 8
sources up to its conversion into power, including but 
not limited to the services performed by subcontrac-
tors and/or contractors.

(h) Cash Incentive of Renewable Energy Developers 
for Missionary Electrification. - A renewable energy 
developer, established after the effectivity of this Act, 
shall be entitled to a cash generation-based incentive 
per kilowatt hour rate generated, equivalent to fifty 
percent (50%) of the universal charge for power need-
ed to service missionary areas where it operates the 
same, to be chargeable against the universal charge 
for missionary electrification;

(i) Tax Exemption of Carbon Credits. - All proceeds 
from the sale of carbon emission credits shall be ex-
empt from any and all taxes;

(j) Tax Credit on Domestic Capital Equipment and 
Services. - A tax credit equivalent to one hundred 
percent (100%) of the value of the value-added tax 
and custom duties that would have been paid on the 
RE machinery, equipment, materials and parts had 
these items been imported shall be given to an RE 
operating contract holder who purchases machin-
ery, equipment, materials, and parts from a domestic 
manufacturer for purposes set forth in this Act: Pro-
vided, That prior approval by the DOE was obtained 
by the local manufacturer: Provided, further, That the 
acquisition of such machinery, equipment, materials, 
and parts shall be made within the validity of the RE 
operating contract.

Section 16. Environmental Compliance Certificate 
(ECC). - Notwithstanding Section 17 (b) (3) (iii) of 
Republic Act No. 7160, it would be sufficient for the 
renewable energy developer to secure the Environ-
mental Compliance Certificate (ECC) from the cor-
responding regional office of the DENR.

Section 17. Exemption from the Universal Charge. - 
Power and electricity generated through the RES for 
the generator’s own consumption and/or for free dis-
tribution in the off-grid areas shall be exempted from 
the payment of the universal charge provided for un-
der Section 34 of Republic Act No. 9136.

Section 18. Payment of Transmission Charges. - A 
registered renewable energy developer producing 
power and electricity from an intermittent RE re-
source may opt to pay the transmission and wheeling 
charges of TRANSCO or its successors-in-interest on 
a per kilowatt-hour basis at a cost equivalent to the 
average per kilowatt-hour rate of all other electricity 
transmitted through the grid.

Section 19. Hybrid and Cogeneration Systems. - The 
tax exemptions and/or incentives provided for in Sec-
tion 15 of this Act shall be availed of by registered 
RE Developer of hybrid and cogeneration systems 
utilizing both RE sources and conventional energy: 
Provided, however, That the tax exemptions and in-
centives shall apply only to the equipment, machinery 
and/or devices utilizing RE resources.

Section 20. Intermittent RE Resources. - TRANS-
CO or its successors-in-interest, in consultation with 
stakeholders, shall determine the maximum penetra-
tion limit of the Intermittent RE-based power plants 
to the Grid, through technical and economic analy-
sis. Qualified and registered RE generating units with 
intermittent RE resources shall be considered “must 
dispatch” based on available energy and shall enjoy 
the benefit of priority dispatch. All provisions under 
the WESM Rules, Distribution and Grid Codes which 
do not allow “must dispatch” status for intermittent 
RE resources shall be deemed amended or modified. 
The PEMC and TRANSCO or its successors-in-in-
terest shall implement technical mitigation and im-
provements in the system in order to ensure safety 
and reliability of electricity transmission.

As used in this Act, RE generating unit 
with intermittent RE resources refers 
to a RE generating unit or group of 
units connected to a common con-
nection point whose RE energy re-
source is location-specific naturally 
difficult to precisely predict the avail-
ability of RE energy resource thereby 
making the energy generated variable, 
unpredictable and irregular and the 
availability of the resource inherently 
uncontrollable, which include plants 
utilizing wind, solar, run-of-river hy-
dro or ocean energy.

Section 21. Incentives for RE Commer-
cialization. - All manufacturers, fabri-
cators and suppliers of locally-pro-
duced RE equipment and components 
duly recognized and accredited by 
the DOE, in consultation with DOST, 
DOF and DTI, shall, upon registration 
with the BOI, be entitled to the privi-
leges set forth under this section.

Consistent with Article 7, Item (20) of 
EO No. 226, the registration with the 
BOI, as provided for in Section 15 and 
Section 21 of this Act, shall be carried 
out through an agreement and an ad-
ministrative arrangement between the 
BOI and the DOE, with the end-view 
of facilitating the registration of qual-
ified RE facilities based on the imple-
menting rules and regulations that 
will be developed by DOE. It is further 
mandated that the applications for reg-
istration will be positively acted upon 
by BOI on the basis of the accredita-
tion issued by DOE.

The Renewable Energy Sector is here-
by declared a priority investment sec-
tor that will regularly form part of the 
country’s Investment Priority Plan, un-
less declared otherwise by law. As such, 
all entities duly accredited by the DOE 
under this Act shall be entitled to all 
the incentives provided herein.

(a) Tax and Duty-free Importation 
- All manufacturers, fabricators and sup-
pliers of locally produced renewable ener-
gy equipment shall be subject to zero-rated 
value added tax on its transactions with 
local suppliers of goods, properties and 
services.

Section 22. Incentives for Farmers Engaged 
in the Plantation of Biomass Resources. - 
For a period of ten (10) years after the 
effectivity of this Act, all individuals and 
entities engaged in the plantation of crops 
and trees used as biomass resources such 
as but not limited to jatropha, coconut, and 
sugarcane, as certified by the Department 
of Energy, shall be entitled to duty-free 
importation and be exempted from Val-
ue-Added Tax (VAT) on all types of agri-
cultural inputs, equipment and machinery 
such as, but not limited to, fertilizer, insec-
ticide, pesticide, tractor, trailers, trucks, 
farm implements and machinery, harvest-
ers, threshers, hybrid seeds, genetic mate-
rials, sprayers, packaging machinery and 
materials, bulk handling facilities, such 
as conveyors and mini-loaders, weighing 
scales, harvesting equipment, and spare 
parts of all agricultural equipment.

Section 23. Tax Rebate for Purchase of RE 
Components. - To encourage the adoption 
of RE technologies, the DOF, in consulta-
tion with DOST, DOE, and DTI, shall pro-
vide rebates for all or part of the tax paid 
for the purchase of RE equipment for resi-
dential, industrial, or community use. The 
DOF shall also prescribe the appropriate 
period for granting the tax rebates.

Section 24. Period of Grant of Fiscal Incen-
tives. - The fiscal incentives granted under 
Section 15 of this Act shall apply to all RE 
capacities upon the effectivity of this Act. 
The National Renewable Energy Board, in 
coordination with the Department of En-
ergy, shall submit a yearly report on the im-
plementation of this Act to the Philippine 
Congress, through the Joint Congressional 
Power Commission, every January of each 
year following the period in review, indi-
cating among others, the progress of RE 

development in the country and the benefits 
and impact generated by the development 
and utilization of its renewable energy re-
sources in the context of its energy security 
and climate change imperatives. This shall 
serve as basis for the Joint Congressional 
Power Commission review of the incentives 
as provided for in this Act towards ensur-
ing the full development of the country’s RE 
capacities under a rationalized market and 
incentives scheme.

Section 25. Registration of RE Developers 
and local manufacturers, fabricators and 
suppliers of locally-produced renewable en-
ergy equipment. - RE Developers and local 
manufacturers, fabricators and suppliers of 
locally-produced renewable energy equip-
ment shall register with the Department 
of Energy, through the Renewable Energy 
Management Bureau. Upon registration, a 
certification shall be issued to each RE De-
veloper and local manufacturer, fabricator 
and supplier of locally-produced renewable 
energy equipment to serve as the basis of 
their entitlement to incentives provided un-
der Chapter VII of this Act.

Section 26. Certification from the Depart-
ment of Energy. - All certifications required 
to qualify RE developers to avail of the in-
centives provided for under this Act shall be 
issued by the DOE through the Renewable 
Energy Management Bureau.

The Department of Energy, through the 
Renewable Energy Management Bureau 
shall issue said certification fifteen (15) days 
upon request of the renewable energy de-
veloper or manufacturer, fabricator or sup-
plier.

Provided, That the certification issued by 
the Department of Energy shall be without 
prejudice to any further requirements that 
may be imposed by the concerned agencies 
of the government charged with the admin-
istration of the fiscal incentives abovemen-
tioned.

-to be continued-

KLINERGY
Solar power installation and 

solutions provider for residential, 
business, industrial.

Call/Text or email   us to schedule for a free estimate
Email address: kev.lim65@gmail.com
0999-823-2753 (Smart)
0905-334-3473 (Globe)

www.klinergysolar.com

We finance all kinds of solar power projects.

ORIX METRO LEASING AND FINANCE CORP
Unit 102 and 103 Benry Square Building
MacArthus Highway, San Nicolas, Tarlac City
Tel. No. (045)628-6008 / 628-6021
Look for Janine Carlos

of Components, Parts and Materials. - All 
shipments necessary for the manufacture 
and/or fabrication of RE equipment and 
components shall be exempted from im-
portation tariff and duties and value added 
tax: Provided, however, That the said com-
ponents, parts and materials are: (i) not 
manufactured domestically in reasonable 
quantity and quality at competitive prices; 
(ii) directly and actually needed and shall 
be used exclusively in the manufacture/fab-
rication of RE equipment; and (iii) covered 
by shipping documents in the name of the 
duly registered manufacturer/fabricator to 
whom the shipment will be directly deliv-
ered by customs authorities: Provided, fur-
ther, That prior approval of the DOE was 
obtained before the importation of such 
components, parts and materials;

(b) Tax Credit on Domestic Capital Com-
ponents, Parts and Materials. - A tax credit 
equivalent to one hundred percent (100%) 
of the amount of the value-added tax and 
customs duties that would have been paid 
on the components, parts and materials had 
these items been imported shall be given 
to an RE equipment manufacturer, fabri-
cator, and supplier duly recognized and 
accredited by the DOE who purchases RE 
components, parts and materials from a do-
mestic manufacturer: Provided, That such 
components, and parts are directly need-
ed and shall be used exclusively by the RE 
manufacturer, fabricator and supplier for 
the manufacture, fabrication and sale of the 
RE equipment: Provided, further, That pri-
or approval by the DOE was obtained by the 
local manufacturer;

(c) Income Tax Holiday and Exemption. - 
For seven (7) years starting from the date of 
recognition/accreditation, an RE manufac-
turer, fabricator and supplier of RE equip-
ment shall be fully exempt from income 
taxes levied by the National Government 
on net income derived only from the sale 
of RE equipment, machinery, parts and ser-
vices; and

(d) Zero-rated value added tax transactions 



3Nov. 17-23, 2019Regional News tarlacweekenderP15K loan to Tarlac City farmers hit by low palay prices
Tarlac City - -“ Totoong 

nakakalungkot ang pag-
kakapasa ng Rice Tariffi-
cation Law o RA 11203. Sa 
aking pananaw (ito) ay lub-
hang pahihirapan nito ating 
mga magsasaka.” 

Thus, said then Mayor 
Cristy Angeles to the plight 
of thousands of farmers of 
this city who were hit by 
low price of palay, 193 of 
them were awarded recently 
P15,000 cash grants each to 
alleviate their financial suf-
fering. 

Republic Act 11203, or 
the “Act Liberalizing the Im-
portation, Exportation and 
Trading of Rice, Lifting for 
the Purpose the Quantita-
tive Import Restriction on 
Rice”, was passed into law 
last February 19, 2019. 

The law brought into the 
country millions of tons of 
imported rice and resulted 
in the over-supply of the 
primary food of Filipinos.

However, the consequent 
over-supply of rice resulted 
also in the refusal of rice 
and palay traders to buy 
newly harvested palay at 
the usual P18-P20 per kilo.

The palay produced by 
the farmers in this city this 
harvest season, and else-

where in the country, were 
bought at only P7-P12 per 
kilo.

Farmers here, thus, suf-
fered untold “financial 
losses and massive social 
distress” many of which 
sought the assistance of 
mayor Angeles.

The P15,000 financial 
assistance given to 193 
farmers is under the “Ex-
panded Survival Recovery 
Program” of the Land Bank 
of the Philippines.

“Alam naming kulang 
na kulang ito (P15,000 fi-
nancial assistance) para 

ma-solusyunan ang dina-
ranas na kahirapan ngay-
on ng ating mga libo-li-
bong magsasaka. Ganon 
pa man,  pinapasalamatan 
na rin natin ang tulong 
na ito ng Land Bank. Gu-
magawa pa kami ng mga 
hakbang at mga program 
para matulungan ang mga 
kapatid nating magsasaka 
na na-apektuhan ng RA 
11203”, said Angeles.

In a recent dialogue with 
local farmer leaders, may-
or Angeles expressed her 
sympathy to the farmers’ 
plight of being forced to 

sell their produce at very 
low price and promised 
all she can  do to help the 
farmers.  

“Bagaman hindi kami 
Diyos na makagagawa ng 
milagro, gagawin ko at ng 
buong Sangguniang Pan-
lungsod ang lahat upang 
makatulong sa ating mga 
magsasaka. Makakaasa 
kayo na kasama niyo ka-
ming mag-iisip ng paraan 
upang maibsan ang hirap 
na dulot ng batas na ito 
(RA 11203)”, mayor Ange-
les told the farmer leaders./
Nelson Bolos

DTI opens 17th Negosyo 
Center in Tarlac
PANIQUI, Tarlac -- De-

partment of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) opened Fri-
day the 17th Negosyo Center 
in Tarlac located at the mu-
nicipal compound of Paniqui 
town.

DTI Provincial Director 
Agnes B. Ramirez said the 
Negosyo Center aims to bring 
various government services 
to aspiring and budding en-
trepreneurs through business 
advisory services, trainings, 
business name registration 
assistance and registration 
for Barangay Micro Business 

Enterprises.
 “To date, we have this type 

of facility in 16 towns and 1 
city of Tarlac,” Ramirez dis-
closed.

 For his part, Mayor Leon-
ardo M. Roxas said he is 
grateful to DTI for choosing 
his municipality in establish-
ing a Negosyo Center.

 “This will surely be of great 
help to the citizens of Paniqui 
for we no longer need to go 
to Tarlac City to avail of the 
services,” he added. (CLJD/
GLSB-PIA 3)

C. Luzon LGUs vow to implement ease of doing business law

EASE OF DOING BUSINESS. Jay E. Timbreza (left), assistant regional director of the Department of the Interior 
and Local Government-Region 3 leads the induction of the newly-elected Central Luzon Association of Business 
Permit and Licensing Officers, Inc. (CLAB) officers during the 3rd Regional Convention of CLAB at Royce Hotel, 
Clark Freeport Zone on Wednesday (Nov. 13, 2019). The event aims to highlight the role of BPLOs and LEIPOs in the 
implementation of Republic Act 11032 or the Ease of Doing Business and Efficient Government Service Delivery Act 
of 2018. (Photo by DILG-Region 3)

CITY OF SAN FERNANDO, Pampanga -- Local gov-
ernment units (LGUs) in Central Luzon have pledged 

to fully implement Republic Act 11032 or the “Ease of Do-
ing Business and Efficient Government Service Delivery 
Act of 2018”.

The commitment was made during the 3rd Regional 
Convention of Central Luzon Business Permit and Licens-
ing Officers (CLAB), Inc. held Wednesday at Royce Hotel, 
in Clark Freeport Zone.

Lawyer Marco Angelo E. Balleser, executive assistant to 
the director general of the Anti-Red Tape Authority, asked 
the CLAB, business permit and licensing officers (BPLOs), 
and the local economic and investment promotion officers 
(LEIPOs) of Central Luzon vowed to help the agency in 
strengthening the Anti-Red Tape Act and promote trans-
parency and give no room for graft and corruption.

“Sumakay po tayo sa tren ng reporma. Pagbutihin at 
baguhin natin ang serbisyo na inihahatid sa publiko para 
sa mas masiglang komersyo (Let us ride into the train of 
reform. Let us do our best and change the services being 
delivered to the public for more vibrant business),” he said.

This year’s convention carried the theme “RA 11032: Re-

forming to Create an Enhanced Business Environment 
and Increased Investment Flows.”

The event was highlighted by the induction of the 
newly-elected CLAB officers.

CLAB organized the activity to become an avenue 
among LGUs to share experience, knowledge and exper-
tise towards the promotion of economic development 
and growth in Central Luzon.

Joseph Garcia, CLAB president, and chief of San Fer-
nando Business Permit and Licensing Division, also 
asked his fellow public servants to be steadfast in real-
izing RA 11032.

“Let us continue to provide quality public service and 
build confidence for the business sector. We can attract 
investors and increase economic growth thru excellent 
service delivery,” he said.

Garcia also shared the best practices of the City of 
San Fernando through the leadership of Mayor Edwin 
“EdSa” Santiago in delivering efficient and effective ser-
vices to all Fernandinos.

He said this led to various awards and commenda-
tions the city had received, including the Most Busi-

ness-Friendly Local Government Unit Hall of 
Fame. /Marna Dagumboy Del Rosario (PNA)

New Clark City is Tax 
Academy’s future home
The future main campus of the Philippine Tax Academy 

(PTA) will rise on a portion of a 10-hectare lot just out-
side the proposed National Government Administrative Cen-
ter in New Clark City (NCC) in Tarlac, according to Finance 
Undersecretary Gil Beltran.

This 10-hectare lot was allotted by the Bases Conversion 
and Development Authority (BCDA), the developer of NCC, 
to the government including the PTA.

The PTA currently holds office at the EDPC Building, BSP 
Complex and conducts its courses and lectures in several ven-
ues such as the Department of Finance (DOF) office in Ma-
nila and the Ayuntamiento de Manila building in Intramuros.

In a report to Finance Secretary Carlos Dominguez III, Bel-
tran said the PTA is also filling up its positions to get it fully 
operational after the Governance Commission for Govern-
ment-Owned and Controlled Corporations (GCG) approved 
several plantilla positions for the Academy.

These include several administrative and educational po-
sitions for the PTA, Beltran said in a report during a recent 
DOF Executive Committee (Execom) meeting.

The PTA has so far completed the development of 14 com-
petency-based mandatory online studies required for new 
hires at the Bureau of Customs (BOC) as well as refresher 
courses for existing BOC employees.

Beltran said the PTA has also completed training courses 
for the Bureau of Local Government Fi- Cont. on page 7



Another plebe, or fourth class (freshman) cadet in 
the Philippine Military Academy (PMA), is dead.

Last Friday, 8 November 2019, PMA plebe Mario 
Telan Jr. reported for his 11 a.m. to 12 noon swimming 
class at the PMA swimming pool, and was not heard 
from thereafter. His lifeless body was later found in 
the 15-foot deep end of the PMA swimming pool. 
Rescuers’ attempts to revive Telan proved futile. He was 
pronounced dead when he was brought to the academy’s 
station hospital.

PMA spokesman Capt. 
Chery l  Tindog sa id  an 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  w i l l  b e 

conducted, and that swimming classes have been 
suspended indefinitely. Tindog also came up with the 
usual promise to deal with any possible irregularity 
which may have caused the death of Telan.

Capt. Tindog said security videos at the pool area 
reveals that 22 other cadets were inside the pool with 
Telan, and that there were two instructors in charge of 
the swimming class. Tindog said he treaded in the deep 
end of the pool and that nobody noticed that he did not 
surface anymore.

The autopsy done on Telan indicates that he drowned. 
Baguio City police investigating the incident see no 
foul play in his death.

Last September, the PMA was in the news when 
another plebe, Darwin Dormitorio, died inside the 
academy, apparently a victim of hazing. Media reports 
disclose that Dormitorio once got a brutal beating 
from an angry upperclassman allegedly because he 
misplaced the upperclassman’s combat boots — a 
beating that contributed to the death of the cadet.

PMA officials have since then resigned and criminal 
charges have been filed against them by the Dormitorio 
family. Physicians of the academy who countenanced 
his maltreatment by their alleged inaction on the cadet’s 
injuries are also facing administrative charges that may 
lead to the revocation of their professional licenses.

Despite the initial findings made by the police 
regarding Telan’s death, many questions arise.

In most swimming classes, the “buddy system” is 
strictly enforced. Under the “buddy system,” two 
classmates are assigned to each other as buddies, and 
they are expected to look out for each other’s safety. 
That way, when a “buddy” is missing or is drowning, 
the incident can be reported immediately to the 
lifeguard for remedial measures.

The “buddy system” obtains in almost every military 
academy in the world. Like in the swimming pool, the 
“buddy system” in the military academy is an efficient 
way of monitoring the well-being of every cadet.

Why did Telan’s “buddy” or classmates leave him in 
the pool to drown? Didn’t his “buddy” or classmates 
even notice that he was missing at the end of their 
swimming class? Why didn’t his “buddy” report to any 
of the instructors that he was missing? They could have 
looked for Telan and possibly saved his life.

How come none of the two instructors bothered to 
check the pool right after the class? If they did, they 
would have certainly noticed Telan’s body inside the 
pool, and perhaps they could have revived him.

A lifeguard must be present at a pool site each time 
there are people using the pool. That is a standard 
operating procedure everywhere.

It looks like there was no lifeguard at the PMA pool 
area during the swimming class attended by Telan. Had 
there been a lifeguard present, and if that lifeguard did 
his job, Telan may still be alive today.

Telan’s death could have been avoided if PMA 
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Another dead 
PMA cadet

By: Victor Avecilla (www.tribune.net.ph)

Pagtutuos sa mga gawa ng tao, 
tiyak darating

INSPIRASYON SA BUHAY: “… Ako’y iyong siniyasat, 
batid mo ang aking buhay, ang lahat kong lihim, Yahweh, 
ay tiyak mong nalalaman. Ang lahat ng gawain ko, sa iyo 
ay hindi lingid, kahit ikaw ay malayo, batid mo ang aking 

isip…” (Mga Awit 139:1-2, Bibliya).

-ooo-
PAGTUTUOS SA MGA GINAWA NG TAO, DARATING: 
Sa mga tiwali at magnanakaw sa gobyerno, o di kaya ay 
laging nang-i-isa sa kanilang kapwa, dapat ninyong pansinin 
ang dalawang balitang mula sa mga hukuman ng bansa 
noong Nobyembre 15, 2019. Ang unang balita ay mula 
sa Sandiganbayan sa kaso ni dating Cagayan Province 
Governor Grace Padaca, at ang pangalawa ay mula sa 
Regional Trial Court ng Las Pinas City, sa kaso ng apat na 
lalaking nagnakaw at pumatay sa isang babaeng papasok na 
sana sa kaniyang bahay noong 2013.

Itinampok sa mga balitang ito ang pagpapalabas ng pasya 
ng Sandiganbayan at ng Las Pinas Regional Trial Court sa 
mga kasong kriminal na kanilang nilitis. Hindi po natin 
pakikialaman kung tama ba o kuwestiyonable ang naging 
mga pasya nila. Iyon ay tutuusin pa ng mga mas matataas na 
hukuman, kung a-apela ang mga nasentensiyahan.

Ang nais kong bigyang pansin dito ay ito: dumating 
sa dalawang kasong ito ang dulo ng paglilitis, at ang 
pagpapalabas ng desisyon ng mga hukom at justices na 
duminig sa mga katibayan ng magkabilang panig. Ang 
ibig lamang ipakahulugan nito, darating at darating ang 
pagtutuos sa mga ginawa ng tao, ke ang pagtutuos na yan 
ay magmumula sa iba pang tao, o mula sa Diyos.

-ooo-
ALAM NG DIYOS ANG LAHAT NG ATING MGA 
GAWA AT ISIP: Naalaala ko tuloy ang sinasabi ng mga 
pangaral ng Haring Solomon na ngayon ay nakasulat na 
sa Bibliya, sa Mangangaral 12:14. Ganito ang pangaral: 
“Ang lahat ng ating mga gawa, hayag man o lihim, mabuti 
man o masama, ay ipagsusulit natin sa Diyos…” Darating 
at darating ang pagsusulit, o ang pagtutuos sa ating mga 
ginawa. Hindi maaaring umiwas ang sinuman sa pagsusulit 
o pagtutuos na ito.

Ayon nga kay Jesus, ang ating Diyos at Tagapagligtas 

na Siyang Diyos Ama, Anak, at Espritu Santo, ang mga 
gawa ng tao noong nabubuhay pa siya ay magiging batayan 
kung sa langit o sa impiyerno siya tutungo sa wakas ng 
panahon. Mababasa po ito sa Mateo 25:31-46 ng Bibliya, at 
tinutukoy dito na ang mga kambing ay tutungo sa impiyerno, 
samantalang ang mga tupa ay sa langit naman matatagpuan.

Sino ang mga tao na itinuturing na tupa? Ayon kay Jesus, 
sila ang mga tumulong sa mga mahihirap at maliliit. Ang 
mga kambing naman ay yung mga tao na hindi kinakitaan 
ng malasakit sa kanilang kapwa, bagamat nasa kakayanan 
naman nila ang pagbibigay ng malasakit at pagtulong.

-ooo-
PAALALA NG SIMBAHANG AND KNK: Ito ang dahilan 
kaya mahigpit ang paalaala ng Simbahang Anak ng Diyos 
Kadugo Ni Kristo (o AND KNK) sa lahat ng mga Pilipino. 
Marapat nilang tiyakin na ang kanilang mga pagkilos ay 
pawang kalugod-lugod sa Diyos na ang Pangalan ay Jesus. 
Maaaring sa kasalukuyang panahon ay iisipin nilang tila 
walang uusig o magtutuos sa kanilang mga gawa, lalo na 
yung mga abuso sa kanilang kapwa.

Pero, hindi natin pupuwedeng dayain ang Diyos. Sabi nga 
sa Galacia 6:7, huwag nating aakalaing malilinlang natin 
ang Diyos. Kung ano ang ating itinanim, yun ang ating 
aanihin. Partikular sa mga mayayamang umabuso sa mga 
taong naglingkod sa kanila, nakasulat na na bagamat buhay 
pa sila ay inuuod na ang kanilang mga kaluluwa.

Ngayon na ang panahon upang pagsisihan natin ang mga 
nagawa nating taliwas sa mga utos ng Diyos. Ngayon na 
ang panahong baguhin natin ang ating mga isip, salita, 
gawa, at hitsura, at tiyaking hindi naninimdim ang Diyos sa 
mga ito. Kung babalewalain natin ang epekto ng mga gawa 
nating pumipinsala sa ibang tao, at hindi tayo nagsusumikap 
tumulong sa mga taong nilalang din naman ng Diyos, 
tutuusin Niya tayo ng walang duda.

-ooo-
REAKSIYON? Tawag po sa 0977 805 9058, 0918 574 0193, 
0933 8251308 o sa aking Messenger account sa Facebook: 
Melanio Lazo Mauricio Jr. Email: batasmauricio@yahoo.
com, mmauriciojr111@gmail.com. Maaari din po kayong 
mag-post ng inyong mga reaksiyon sa aking Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/attybatas.

officials and swimming instructors observed due 
diligence in conducting the swimming classes in the 
academy. They should resign immediately for criminal 
negligence. The PMA does not need careless personnel 
who constitute a threat to public safety.

PMA authorities ought to be reminded that parents 
send their sons and daughters to the PMA to become 
soldiers, not corpses.

-le
vis



Sa nakaraan kong  kolum, nagtapos ako sa 2nd part na 
ito “Balikan natin kung bakit ko nasabi na The Best 

ang Tarelco 1, ito ay base lamang sa nakasaad sa inside 
front page cover ng kanilang Primer ang mga sumusunod: 
VISION  - The Excellent electric power industry player 
geared for global competitiveness; MISSION – To sustain 
the rural electrification program and to provide the best 
customer care through world class service and distinctive 
performance;   CORPORATE COMMITMENT – To 
exceed internationally accepted business standards through 
uncompromised integrity; CORPORATE VALUES/
VIRTUES - Courage, Honesty/Hardwork, Responsibility, 
Integrity, Solidarity/ Selfess Love, Trustworthiness, 
Discipline, Knowledge, Initiative, Nobility, Godliness..**** 
Napakagandang basahin ang mga nakasaad sa Primer ng 
Tarelco 1, ngunit ang tanong ko ay ito ba ay mga salitang 
palamuti lamang  o mga salitang inimprenta lamang sa 
kanilang primer na walang saysay at kung sabihin sa ingles 
ay “empty meaningless words”?” 

   ###
Bagamat  sa ngayon ay mayroon pa akong inaantay na 

mga ibang inputs mula sa iba’t iba nating soures, ngunit 
kung inyong mapapansin sa CORE VALUES ng Tarelco 1. 
Hanep ang mga salitang ito ano, ngunit agad kong napansin  
na wala ang salitang COMPASSION. Ayon sa  Cambridge 
Dictionary ang ibig sabihin ng salitang Compassion ay: a 
strong feeling of sympathy and sadness for the suffering or 
bad luck of others and a wish to help them. In fact, kahit na 
sa giyera, even among combatants ay ang matatagumpay na 
mandirigma ay hindi nawawalan ng compassion. Ganoon 
din naman sa hanay ng komersiyo, industriya at negosyo  
(commerce, industry and business) among competitors ay 
hindi nawawala ang compassion. Kaya lalong lalo ng hindi 
dapat mawala ang compassion pagdating sa pag trato sa 
isang customer and/or kliente ng isang negosyo, lalong lalo 
na kung ang isang organisasyon ay nagsasabi na sila ay 
isang kooperatiba.

Kaya ating sisiyasatin ng malalim-lalim ang mga salitang 
“HONESTY at TRUSTWORTHINESS” ang dalawang 
salita na  nakasaad sa primer ng Tarelco 1. Hanep, heavy 
man, heavy! Hi! Hi! Hi! Sa mga susunod ko na kolum at 
exposes sa pahayagan na ito ay ating titingnan na kung 
talagang  Honest at Trustworthy nga ba ang mga concerned 
officials ng Tarelco 1. Bagamat sa ngayon ay masasabi ko 
na isang malaking palaisipan ang mga salitang Selfless Love 
at Godliness, sapagkat ang isang tao o organisasyon  na 
walang kapasidad na magkaroon ng simpleng Compassion 
ay siguradong mas mahihirapan mag pakita ng Selfless Love 
at Godliness!!!

Sa ngayon ay tingnan natin ang mga charges ng Tarelco 1 
base sa kanilang monthly electric bill, at nais ko lang kayong 
iwanan ng isang napaka simpleng katanungan na alam ko  
naman na alam ninyo ang kasagutan (ako kasi hindi ko 
alam ang kasagutan at ipaliwanag, sapagkat  grade 1 lang 
inabot ko, may back subject pa), ang tanong ay: ALAM 
BA NINYO ANG KAHULUGAN O KUNG PARA 
SAAN ANG MGA SINISINGIL SA INYO SA INYONG 
ELECTRIC BILL???   
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Panahon na para ipursigi ang 
SOLAR POWER!!! (Part 2)

In just a week...
           from page 1

By:  Roldan Ramos

HATAW NA KAIBIGAN

The Best Talaga ang TARELCO 1 
(Part 2)

Cont. on page  6

ANO BA ANG IBIG SABIHIN 
AT PARA SAAN ANG MGA 
ITO?

ANO ANG MGA ITO AT 
BAKIT ITO PINAPASA SA 
CONSUMER?

Bakit mistulang parang hindi nagte-take off ang pag gamit 
nga mga solar power generation systems sa ating bansa? 
Bakit sa mga ibang bansa lalong lalo sa mga bansa sa west  
at sa europa at pati na rin sa mga ibang bansa na katulad 
ng Vietnam, South Korea, Malaysia, atbp  ay laganap ang 
pag gamit ng mga solar power generation systems?  Ayaw 
kaya ng mga Pilipino na makatipid sa kanilang monthly 
electric consumption? Ilan lamang ‘yan sa mga katanungan 
na gumugulo  sa aking isipan at  marahil ay hindi ko rin 
mabibigyan ng tiyakan o  eksaktong kasagutan. Bagamat 
isang bagay ang aking matitiyak at ito ay wala sa ating 
lahat ang ayaw makatipid sa ating monthly electric bills, 
maging mayaman ka o mahirap, lahat sa atin ay gustong 
makatipid sa ating monthly electric bills.

Alam ba ninyo na ang Pilipinas ay ang bansa sa buong  
Asia na may pinakamataas na singil sa  koryente? Hindi ba 
kayo nagtataka kung bakit ganooon? Katulad halimbawa 
sa Malaysia - ayon sa isa kong kaibigan na naka base sa sa 
Kuala Lumpur ang electric bill niya ay na sa mga 30% to 
40% lamang ng kanyang electric bill dito sa Pinas. Ibig sabi-
hin nito ay hanep talaga ang mga negosyong nagpaparating 
sa atin ng koryente. Sino kaya sa kanila ang matakaw o ma-
sasabi nating baka nananamantala sa ating mga Pilipinong 
mga walang ka muang-muang sa sobrang  taas ng koryente?

Sa tutuo lang ay kasalukuyan naming pinag aaralan kung 
bakit ganoon kataas ang ating mga electric bills, bagamat  
ito ay hindi naman kagagawan ng isang kompanya lamang 
sapagkat base sa aking pag kakaalam ay mayroon  power 
generation o kung saan nag mumula ang enerhiya (power 

plant kadalasan), sunod dito ay mayroon  nag paparating 
ng enerhiya natin (National Grid) mula sa source patungo 
sa sinasabi na Distribution Utility (DU) katulad ng TAREL-
CO 1 at Tarlac Electric Inc.  

   ###
Ayon sa aking pagkakaintindi,  sa kasalukuyan ay napa-

kamahal pa ng storage batteries para sa storage ng solar har-
vested energy  kaya lahat nang nalilikum na solar power ay 
kailangan ng gamitin or maibalik sa grid (eto yun sinasabi 
na net metering). Bagamat, ayon  sa  mga huling balita  at sa 
rapid advancement of technology sa ibayong dagat ay hindi 
magtatagal o mga ilang taon na lamang ang ating aantay-
in bago mapababa ang halaga ng storage batteries nang sa 
ganooon ay ang napakagandang isipin na scenario ay ma-
jority of our electric consumption ay manggagaling sa solar 
power at kung sakali lang mabitin sa ating storage batteries 
ay saka pa lang tayo aasa sa fossil fuel based grid. Basahin 
sa pahina 6 ng pahayagan na ito ang isang feature hinggil sa 
malaking storage batteries. (https://www.sciencemag.org/
news/2019/07/giant-batteries-and-cheap-solar-power-are-
shoving-fossil-fuels-grid ).

   ###
Basahin nyo rin ang  ERC Resolution No. 06, Series of 

2019 na inaprubahan nitong August 16, 2019 : A RESO-
LUTION  ADOPTING THE AMENDMENTS TO THE 
RULES ENABLING THE NET-METERING PROGRAM 
FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY. Inyong mada-down load 
ang nasabing  Resolution sa ERC website kung saan lini-
linaw ng ERC para sa mga DU ang mga regulasyon, pata-
karan at standards para sa Net Metering.  Hopefully sa mga 
darating na isyu ng pahayagan na ito ay mabigyan nating 
ng espasyo ang pag publish ng mga salient points ng ERC 
Resolution na ito. 

 

Being part of the poultry industry, since I have learned 
about the so called tunnel ventilated poultry building 

design (commonly known as tunnel vent), I have always 
wondered as to how come the design has to be as such. 
There has been so  much hype that it is climate controlled 
(climate controlled system [CCS]).  I understand that that 
there have been early designs calling them CCS 1, CCS 2 

and at present we are now at CCS 5.
Apparently these designs were all adapted from abroad 

and if we look at the drastic whether conditions at the west 
or parts of Europe you would see extreme cold (winter) 
and/or  extreme heat, hence the need for a fancy tunnel vent 
design.

I also understand that it is San Miguel Corp that started 
or even pushed for the tunnel vent design.

Aside from the expensive design of having to fully en-
close the buildings together with the semi or fully automat-
ed feeding and drinking systems, there is another  nonsense 
of placing plastic slats that would cost over Php 1 M per 
building.

I believe some of my views here will be agreed and vali-
dated by old time poultry people who have been in the in-
dustry using the conventional building design (kawayan na 
naka angat sa lupa, no plastic slats).  

All in all, building cost, equipment etc… could range 
from a low of Php 12M to a high of Php 20M or even more. 
Certainly for extreme cold temps  or extreme heat like in 
some parts of the, US, Europe or  Middle East OK ang 
ginagamit  na tunnel vent design but here in PI it is certain-
ly not needed (except perhaps for Baguio).

Whoever is the bright guy(s) who taught of selling this 
idea of a tunnel vent design to the banks has been laugh-
ing  his way to the bank. Nowadays, banks no longer fi-
nance poultry buildings unless they conform to tunnel vent 
designs.  Bottomline is negosyo lang lahat ang tumulak sa 
kasalukuyang sistema ng broiler poultry growing using the 
semi or fully automated climate controlled tunnel vent sys-
tem.  I can just hope that someone pumps sense into the 
heads of the  banks and shows them that there is/are other 
better systems and designs with much less finance required. 
In effect, the less banks lend and expose themselves,  the 
less the risk for them and the faster they get back their loan 
which would also translate to better income for the grower.

Without the need for having to delve into the nitty gritty 
of the design, let me just touch on the need for the plastic 
slats which to my mind is partly to blame  for all the flies  
propagated in a poultry.

Ever since,  I have been asking as to why there is a need for 
using plastic slats and with at least a dozen persons I have 
asked,  only one person gave me a sensible answer (reason). 
Ang gamit pala ng plastic slats is para hindi magasgas ang 
paa  ng manok sapagkat ang paa ng manok ay binebenta sa 
merkado, ineexport even  (chicken feet)!  O Dyos Por San-
to, pina-invest mo ng milyones ang grower para maibenta 
mo (Poultry Integrator) ng mataas ang paa ng manok!!!

This is now where the fly problem comes in. Beneath the 
plastic slats  where all the chicken dung gets stored for a 
period of 26 to 32 days or more is your fly breeding ground, 
and no matter what chemicals you place there or mainte-
nance you do on instances of busted drinker nipples etc,   
(may limitasyon ang paglalagay ng chemicals dala ng  may 
kamahalan din), you will end up breeding flies. That is 
why your  best bet is to keep the flies contained within the 
building and during and at the end of the grow, exterminate 
them.

The question therefore ever since is can we not do some-
thing to effectively control the propagation of flies within 
the building? The answer to this and others in my next col-
umn. 

    ####
By the way with the risk of my fellow poultry and piggery 

growers not finding this observation pleasing,  I noticed 
during the meeting  called for by the Mayor of Sta. Ignacia, 
the Honorable Nora Modomo that there was no officer of 
the Department of Labor (DOLE) or its representative or 
equivalent present. Kumpleto lahat from the environment, 
fire, zoning, assessor, engineering, legislative, executive, 
health/sanitary, permits and licensing, legal, pero wala sa 
labor. I just opted to be silent then with this observation 
and others.

 

peace now, and the only way 
to do that is for them to co-
operate with us),” he shared.

The 7th Infantry Division 
is currently conducting rou-
tine interviews on the sur-
renderees for processing of 
their eligibility to available 
government benefits for 
former rebels including the 
Enhanced Comprehensive 
Local Integration Program 
of the Department of the 
Interior and Local Govern-
ment.

Some of the rebel return-
ees were presented to Pres-
idential Peace Adviser and 
Cabinet Officer for Regional 
Development and Security 
for Central Luzon Secretary 
Carlito G. Galvez, Jr. during 

a meeting of the Peace, 
Law Enforcement and 
Development Support 
Cluster of the Region-

al Task Force to End Local 
Communist Armed Con-
flict held in the City of San 
Fernando, Pampanga on 
Friday.

Galvez led the ceremoni-
al handing over of food and 
non-food packages and cash 
as immediate assistance to 
the surrenderees.

On November 9, about 19 
supporters of the New Peo-
ple’s Army (NPA) in Nueva 
Ecija also voluntarily sur-
rendered to the folds of the 
government.

Formerly members of 
Milisyang Bayan and other 
groups who are supporters 
of the 
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Tesla’s new solar roof will 
be as cheap as a shingle 
roof and electric bill
By: Adam Goldberg

According to Tesla CEO Elon Musk, the company’s new 
solar roof tiles will be affordable to the average home-

owner. Musk says that they will be roughly the same cost as 
the typical shingle roof.

As with many of his projects, there have been several de-
lays in the production of the solar rooftops. Initially, when 
Musk first announced the product in 2017, the company 
was supposed to start building them the following year, in 
2018.

However, Tesla ran into some roadblocks in the produc-
tion and delayed the rollout two years in a row.

Musk said that the reason for the delay was that he wanted 
to make sure he brought the best possible product to mar-
ket. Specifically, he wanted to ensure that the roof would 
last for 30 years without needing a replacement.

During a shareholder meeting this year, Musk said that 
it has been a very challenging process to complete the very 
ambitious goals that the company set for itself.

“We are about to complete version 3 of the solar roof. This 
is actually quite a hard technology problem to have an inte-
grated solar cell with a roof tile, have it look good, and last 
for 30 years. I am very excited about version 3 of solar roof. 
We have a shot at being equal to a comp shingle roof plus 
someone’s utility cost or being lower than that. That’s one 
of the cheapest roofs available. So you can have a great roof 
with better economics than a normal fairly cheap roof and 
your utility bill,” Musk said, according to Electrek.

The durability of the roof will be guaranteed for life, and 
will be guaranteed to generate power for up to 30 years, af-
ter that it may need repairs.

When the idea was first proposed, Tesla estimated that 
the solar roof would cost roughly $21.85 per square foot, 
which is extremely expensive.

To contrast some of the other prices found in the in-
dustry, the average shingle roof can cost as little as $4 per 
square foot, and a tile roof can sometimes cost up to $20 
per square foot.

To contrast some of the other prices found in the in-
dustry, the average shingle roof can cost as little as $4 per 
square foot, and a tile roof can sometimes cost up to $20 
per square foot.

If Musk is saying that he can bring the cost down to 
match that of a shingle roof, that is a significant reduction 
in price. If he is able to bring this price to market it would 
be a game changer for the average consumer who does not 
have access to solar technology, but is going to replace their 
roof at some point anyway.

2016 data from Bloomberg New Energy Finance (BNEF) 
suggests that solar has actually already become the cheapest 
way to generate energy.

According to an estimate released by the International 
Energy Agency, solar will be the world’s primary source of 
energy by 2050.

This is good news, but that number may seem far off to 
some people, considering that solar energy currently rep-
resents less than 1% of the energy market.

Recent breakthroughs in solar technology are making it 
more efficient and cheaper to extract energy from the sun, 
which in turn, is making this technology more available to 
the average person.

Solar power is unlike most other energy resources be-
cause there is a limitless supply. This limitless supply of 
power could actually cause energy prices to drop so low 
that anyone could afford it. Like all technology, the tech-
nology to harness electricity from the sun will continue to 
become cheaper as it is developed and perfected.

A new type of solar panel could make the technology even 
more plausible. The new High Concentration PhotoVolta-
ic Thermal (HCPVT) system, developed by researchers at 
IBM, actually performs far better than the conventional 
solar panels on the market today. According to engineers, 
the new solar system can magnify the sun’s energy by 2000-
5000 times.

The system works by using hundred of incredibly 

Tesla’s new solar roof will be as cheap as the average shingle roof, CEO Elon 
Musk says. Photo Credit: Tesla

small solar cells, which are 
constantly cooled, allowing 
them to generate more ener-
gy than regular panels.

Traditional solar panels 
have problems with absorb-
ing all the energy that is 
available, and are only able 
to take advantage of a small 
percentage of the energy that 
is within physical reach. This 
new design is able to collect 
far more energy, without 
wasting the excess.

The Swiss Commission for 
Technology and Innovation 
has offered a $2.4 million 
grant to help with the devel-
opment of this project, and 
the researchers hope that 
this technology could some-
day power the world for free.

Giant batteries and cheap solar power 
are shoving fossil fuels off the grid
On June, officials in Los Angeles, California, are expected 

to approve a deal that would make solar power cheaper 
than ever while also addressing its chief flaw: It works only 
when the sun shines. The deal calls for a huge solar farm 
backed up by one of the world’s largest batteries. It would 
provide 7% of the city’s electricity beginning in 2023 at a 
cost of 1.997 cents per kilowatt hour (kWh) for the solar 
power and 1.3 cents per kWh for the battery. That’s cheaper 
than any power generated with fossil fuel.

“Goodnight #naturalgas, goodnight #coal, goodnight 
#nuclear,” Mark Jacobson, an atmospheric scientist at Stan-
ford University in Palo Alto, California, tweeted after news 
of the deal surfaced late last month. “Because of growing 
economies of scale, prices for renewables and batteries keep 
coming down,” adds Jacobson, who has advised countries 
around the world on how to shift to 100% renewable elec-
tricity. As if on cue, last week a major U.S. coal company—
West Virginia–based Revelation Energy LLC—filed for 
bankruptcy, the second in as many weeks.

The new solar plus storage effort will be built in Kern 
County in California by 8minute Solar Energy. The project 
is expected to create a 400-megawatt solar array, generating 
roughly 876,000 megawatt hours (MWh) of electricity an-
nually, enough to power more than 65,000 homes during 
daylight hours. Its 800-MWh battery will store electricity 
for after the sun sets, reducing the need for natural gas–
fired generators.

Precipitous price declines have already driven a shift 
toward renewables backed by battery storage. In March, 
an analysis of more than 7000 global storage projects by 
Bloomberg New Energy Finance reported that the cost of 

By: Robert F. Service
utility-scale lithium-ion batteries had fallen by 76% since 
2012, and by 35% in just the past 18 months, to $187 per 
MWh. Another market watch firm, Navigant, predicts a 
further halving by 2030, to a price well below what 8minute 
has committed to.

Large-scale battery storage generally relies on lithium-ion 
batteries—scaled-up versions of the devices that power lap-
tops and most electric vehicles. But Jane Long, an engineer 
and energy policy expert who recently retired from Law-
rence Livermore National Laboratory in California, says 
batteries are only part of the energy storage answer, because 
they typically provide power for only a few hours. “You also 
need to manage for long periods of cloudy weather, or win-
ter conditions,” she says.

Local commitments to switch to 100% renewables are 
also propelling the rush toward grid-scale batteries. By Ja-
cobson’s count, 54 countries and eight U.S. states have re-
quired a transition to 100% renewable electricity. In 2010, 
California passed a mandate that the state’s utilities install 
electricity storage equivalent to 2% of their peak electricity 
demand by 2024.

Although the Los Angeles project may seem cheap, the 
costs of a fully renewable–powered grid would add up. Last 
month, the energy research firm Wood Mackenzie esti-
mated the cost to decarbonize the U.S. grid alone would be 
$4.5 trillion, about half of which would go to installing 900 
billion watts, or 900 gigawatts (GW), of batteries and oth-
er energy storage technologies. (Today, the world’s battery 
storage capacity is just 5.5 GW.) But as other cities follow 
the example of Los Angeles, that figure is sure to fall.

Komiteng Larangang Gue-
rilya Sierra Madre of the 
NPA, they surrendered 
to 91st Infantry Battalion 
Commanding Officer Lieu-
tenant Colonel Jose Mari F. 
Torrenueva II in barangay 
Antipolo, Bongabon town.

“This new batch of sur-
renderees was accomplished 
through the assistance of 
the 84th Infantry Battalion 
and 1st Police Mobile Force 
Company of the Nueva Eci-
ja Police Provincial Office,” 
Torrenueva disclosed.

The surrenderees are res-
idents of barangays Oliveti, 
Pesa, Macabaclay and Anti-
polo in Bongabon.

In just a week...
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ing championed by the NPA. 
The people can rest assured 
that my unit will not tire in 
reaching out to our people 
in other areas where NPA 
still wields influence,” Tor-
renueva said.

This marks the second 
time in a week that support-
ers of NPA surrendered to 
the government.

Then on November 12, a 
new batch of 27 NPA sup-
porters surrendered. The 
surrenderees, which include 
two minors, are members of 
the Underground Mass Or-
ganization under Komiteng 
Larangang Gerilya Sierra 
Madre.

“They surrendered last 
Tuesday, November 12, in Si-
tio Malidhi, Barangay Minu-
li, Carranglan town. This 
was possible through the 
help of the 2nd Provincial 
Mobile Force Company of 

the Nueva Ecija Police Pro-
vincial Office and the Baran-
gay Task Force to End Local 
Communist Armed Conflict 
of Minuli. The combined ef-
forts of these agencies and  
instrumentalities ensured 
the smooth surrender of the 
underground mass support-
ers,” 84th Infantry Battalion 
Commanding Officer Lieu-
tenant Colonel Honorato S. 
Pascual Jr said.

“We will continue to work 
with local government units 
and the different sectors of 
the society. We will provide 
livelihood projects and ca-
pacity development pro-
grams that will prevent them 
(the youth and cultural mi-
norities) from being tricked 
once again by the unscrupu-
lous acts of the NPA,” Pas-
cual added.

In a statement, Army 7th 
Infantry Division Com-

mander Major General Le-
nard T. Agustin said he is 
glad of the series of surren-
ders that have been taking 
place in the provinces under 
his area of responsibility.

“It is very alarming that 
communist terrorist groups 
are exploiting vulnerable mi-
norities, especially the youth 
sector. We are countering 
these activities by enhanc-
ing our information drives, 
working hand-in-hand with 
other agencies and local 
government units, using the 
whole-of-nation approach. 
The Barangay Task Force 
to End Local Communist 
Armed Conflict of Minu-
li has done well. It must be 
aggressive in making oth-
er mass supporters see the 
light as we cannot just stand 
by and let the NPA influence 
the youth. It is their children 
at stake here,” Agustin add-
ed./PIA-3

BCDA Director Aristotle 
Batuhan, BCDA Executive 
Vice President Aileen Zosa, 
and Clark Development 
Corporation President and 
CEO Noel Manankil.

In a message, Chief Jus-
tice Lucas Bersamin said 
that New Clark City is “a 
very promising location,” 
because of its proximity 
to major infrastructures. 
These include the Subic-
Clark-Tarlac Expressway, 
the Subic seaport, and the 
Clark International Airport 
which will be the country’s 
next global gateway.

“We will establish here a 

fully functioning Supreme 
Court,” Chief Justice Ber-
samin said. “We proposed 
to build here several build-
ings, the most important of 
which would be alternative 
halls of justice for when Ma-
nila will be hit by [a] disas-
ter,” the Chief Justice added.

“We have not just planned 
it, we have not just talked 
about it, we have actually 
done it,” Dizon said, citing 
the progress of the New 
Clark City Phase 1A which 
includes the Athletics Sta-
dium, Aquatics Center, and 
the Athletes’ Village which 
are ready for this year’s 30th 

Supreme Court’s First...
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South East Asian Games. 
The new sports facilities 
were built in just 18 months 
since it broke ground in Jan-
uary 2018.   

“I thank the honorable 
court and the entire judicia-
ry for seeing and joining the 
President in his vision: to 
build a new metropolis. And 
what better way to kick-start 
this new city is by beginning 
the setting up of government 
satellite offices from various 
agencies including the judi-
ciary,” Dizon said.

A historical marker for 
the judiciary regional center 
was unveiled as part of the 
ceremony.

The 5.8-hectare judiciary 

“I am 
v e r y 
pleased 

that our 
people are 
now seeing 
the futility 
and wrong-
ness of 
supporting 
the armed 
struggle be-

53 former rebels from Carranglan, Nueva Ecia renounce armed struggle as 
they surrender to the 84th Infantry Battalion of the Philippine Army. (Army 
7th Infantry Division)
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regional center which was concep-
tualized by Chief Justice Bersamin 
and Senior Associate Justice Anto-
nio Carpio will house a data and an 
archive center for Supreme Court’s 
business and historical records, 
housing facilities, a training center 
for the Philippine Judicial Academy, 
and dedicated areas for the Court of 
Appeals, the Court of Tax Appeals, 
the Sandiganbayan.

The detailed development plan for 
the judiciary complex is scheduled to 
be finished this year while construc-
tion is set to start next year./BCDA

Supreme Court’s 
First...
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nance (BLGF) and 
local treasurers as 
well as executive 

courses on revenue mobilization for officials of the DOF 
and its attached agencies.

He said the course will be recorded and uploaded online 
to enable employees in remote locations to access it.

Under Republic Act 10143, the PTA “shall serve as a 
learning institution for tax collectors and administrators 
of the government and selected applicants from the private 
sector.”

This law provides that, “All existing officials and personnel 
of the BIR (Bureau of Internal Revenue), the BOC and the 

BLGF shall be required to undergo the re-tooling 
and enhancement seminars and training programs 
to be conducted by the Philippine Tax Academy.”

It also requires “all applicants to the said bu-
reaus” “to pass the basic courses before they can 
be hired whether on contractual or permanent sta-
tus.”/DOF

New Clark City is...
       from page 3

OPEN DUMPSITE. One of the illegal open dumpsites in Pampanga 
which the Department of Environment and Natural Resources shut 
down on Tuesday (Nov. 12, 2019). Benny Antiporda, DENR Under-
secretary for Solid Waste Management and Local Government Unit 
Concerns, issued a cease and desist order against the City of San Fer-
nando, and municipal governments of Bacolor and Porac for operating 
illegal dumpsites. (Photo by DENR Regional Field Office 3)

DENR shuts down 4 open dumpsites in Pampanga
CITY OF SAN FER-

NANDO, Pampan-
ga -- The Department of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources (DENR) shut 
down on Tuesday four 
illegally operating dump-
sites in this province.

Benny Antiporda, 
DENR Undersecretary 
for Solid Waste Manage-
ment and Local Govern-
ment Unit Concerns, is-
sued the cease and desist 
order (CDO) against the 
City of San Fernando, 
and municipal govern-
ments of Bacolor and Po-
rac for operating the ille-
gal dumpsites.

The open dumpsites 
were located at Lara vil-
lage in City of San Fernan-
do, Maliwalo in Bacolor 
town, and barangays San 
Jose Matli and Matli Dos, 
both in the town of Porac.

“Poor waste manage-
ment at dumpsites poses 
serious threats not just 
to the environment, but 
also to public health. 
That is why, we are taking 
our messaging to uphold 
proper waste disposal to a 
higher level to encourage 
communities, especial-
ly our local government 
units, to not make open 
fields as repository areas 
for wastes,” he said.

Under the law, estab-

lishment and mainte-
nance of an open dump-
site is strictly prohibited.

The DENR found 
mixed garbage of plastics, 
diapers, styrofoam, and 
even hospital wastes like 
syringe and tube in the 
dumpsite.

Antiporda said the 
DENR is keeping an eye 
on the operations of il-
legal dumpsites, since it 
bears a serious impact on 
the ongoing cleanup and 
rehabilitation of Manila 
Bay.

“We cannot clean Ma-
nila Bay if we allow this,” 
he said, pointing out that 
dumpsites have leachates 
which could flow to near-
by rivers and bodies of 
water.

The DENR also sum-
moned the local chief ex-
ecutives and their respec-
tive municipal councils to 
explain the operations of 
the illegal dumpsite and 
to present their immedi-
ate plan of action for the 
closure and rehabilitation 
of these garbage dumps.

“They [municipalities] 
were given seven days to 
explain the illegal oper-
ation of the dumpsite, as 
supported by the neces-
sary documents, clear-
ances and other permits 
issued pertaining to the 

implementation of the 
disposal site,” he said.

Republic Act 9003, 
or the Ecological Solid 
Waste Management Act 
of 2000, provides that 
no open dumps shall be 
established and operat-
ed, nor any practice or 
disposal of solid waste 
by any person, including 
LGUs, which constitutes 
the use of open dumps for 
solid wastes, is allowed.

Any person found vi-
olating the law shall be 
fined with PHP500,000 
plus an amount not less 
than 5 percent but not 
more than 10 percent of 
its net annual income 
during the year.

But if local government 
officials and officials of a 
national agency are found 
guilty of violating the law, 
they can be charged ad-
ministratively in accor-
dance with Republic Act 
7160 or the Local Gov-
ernment Code.

Meanwhile, Mayor Ed-
win Santos denied the ex-
istence of an open dump-
site in the City of San 
Fernando.

“We are not operating 
an open dumpsite. We 
only have the City Trans-
fer Station,” Santiago said 
in a statement following 
the issuance of a cease 

and desist order against 
the operation of the facil-
ity located at Lara village 
here.

City Environment and 
Natural Resources Officer 
Regina Rodriguez also 
said no dumpsite is oper-
ating in the city.

Rodriguez said the for-
mer dumpsite has been 
converted to a transfer 
station when it was re-
habilitated through the 
city’s greening program.

“We are fully imple-
menting RA 9003. From 
the garbage collection, to 
the sorting and transfer-
ring, our system works. 
We are in partnership 
with the Metro Clark 
Waste Management Cor-
poration which collects 
the garbage every day 
from our transfer station. 
We will never tolerate 
the existence of an open 
dumpsite here in San Fer-
nando,” he said.

Rodriguez added that 
the transfer station was 
reviewed and approved 
by the DENR Region 3 
pursuant to the Depart-
ment’s Administrative 
Order 9, series of 2006, 
or the “General Guide-
lines in the Closure and 
Rehabilitation of Open 
Dumpsite and Controlled 
Dump Facilities.” (PNA)

My daily routine is a bit of a hectic schedule and therefore as much as possible I cannot afford any down-
time for my Mitsubishi Montero. Thanks to Mr. Ed Christian Layug (Service Manager) and his profes-
sional team at Carworld Tarlac, I am being given the needed quick response and quality service. Just 
see Ron or call him up for an appointment and coordinate all your service needs, he wont let you down.  
    -Freddie J. Farres, Businessman, Tibag, Tarlac City 

COMMENT FROM A SATISFIED CLIENT: 

Malacañang to study proposed 4-day work week
MANILA -- Mala-

cañang on Thursday 
said it would look into the 
imposition of four-day work 
week scheme during the 
holiday season, a proposal 
seen as a solution to the traf-
fic congestion.

“We will evaluate all rec-
ommendations coming 
from any department or 
agency desiring to recom-
mend,” Presidential Spokes-
person Salvador Panelo said 
in a text message to Palace 
reporters.

On Wednesday, House 

Minority Leader Benny 
Abante Jr. sought the imple-
mentation of four-day work 
week during the holiday 
season among private firms 
and non-frontline govern-
ment agencies situated along 
Edsa, the country’s busiest 
highway.

 Abante made the propos-
al, as he anticipated heavy 
traffic during the Christmas 
season.

Abante urged private 
companies to maximize Re-
public Act 11165 or the Tele-
commuting Act, a law that 

allows employees to work 
from the comforts of their 
homes.

The House leader also 
appealed to Malacañang to 
consider his recommen-
dation for non-frontline 
government offices located 
along Edsa, like the Bureau 
of Internal Revenue, Social 
Security System, and the 
Philippine Overseas Em-
ployment and Administra-
tion.

He noted that the pro-
posed work arrangement 
would lead to 40-percent 
boost in productivity, based 
on the outcome of the tech-
nology giant Microsoft’s im-
plementation in one of its 
subsidiaries in Japan.

Despite openness to the 
renewed call for the imple-
mentation of compressed 
work scheme, Panelo said 
the executive branch would 
also need to wait for the rec-
ommendations of the Metro 
Manila Development Au-
thority (MMDA).

“Siguro, pag-aaralan yun 

ng MMDA. MMDA nag-
aaral nun. Kung ano ang re-
komendasyon nila, wala pa 
(Perhaps, the MMDA will 
conduct a study. They will 
study it. They have yet to 
make a recommendation). 
These are still under study,” 
Panelo said.

A number of suggestions 
have been raised to address 
the worsening traffic condi-
tion along Edsa. The MMDA 
has recorded an average of 
405,882 vehicles plying Edsa 
daily, as of August 2019.

 Previous proposals of the 
MMDA to ban single-rider 
cars and provincial buses 
on Edsa have been met with 
strong opposition.

MMDA spokesperson Ce-
line Pialago earlier said the 
agency would welcome “ex-
treme” ideas that will solve 
the traffic problems along 
Edsa. (PNA)

SC asks Cabanatuan judge to answer 
reports on Baguio traffic row
MANILA -- The Supreme Court (SC) on Thursday or-

dered the Cabanatuan City judge who summoned 
Baguio City traffic enforcers to his court for issuing him a 
ticket to comment on the controversy.

“Court Administrator Midas P. Marquez has requested 
Deputy Court Administrator for Luzon, Raul B. Villanue-
va, to ask Judge Nelson Lago to comment on these news re-
ports,” SC spokesman Brian Keith Hosaka said in a message 
to reporters.

Lago subpoenaed traffic enforcers of Baguio City, who 
handed him a ticket for illegal parking during a visit there 
in October.

A member of the city’s public order and safety division, 
and the traffic enforcement chief assigned to the Baguio 
City Public Market were directed to appear at the sala of 
Lago to explain why they should not be found in indirect 
contempt.

The subpoena dated October 28 said traffic enforcers 
also removed the license plate of Lago’s vehicle, which was 
parked near a jeepney terminal on Kayang Street on Octo-
ber 25.

Lago, who was attending a security seminar at the time 
said settling the fine and recovering his license plates 
“caused delay in the scheduled hearings” and in the “ad-
ministration of justice”. (PNA)
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CHAPTER II
Organization

Section 5. Lead Agency. - The DOE shall be the lead agency 
mandated to implement the provisions of this Act.

CHAPTER III
ON-GRID RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT

Section 6. Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS). - All stake-
holders in the electric power industry shall contribute to the 
growth of the renewable energy industry of the country. To-
wards this end, the National Renewable Energy Board (NREB), 
created under Section 27 of this Act, shall set the minimum 
percentage of generation from eligible renewable energy re-
sources and determine to which sector RPS shall be imposed 
on a per grid basis within one (1) year from the effectivity of 
this Act.

Section 7. Feed-In Tariff System. - To accelerate the develop-
ment of emerging renewable energy resources, a feed-in tar-
iff system for electricity produced from wind, solar, ocean, 
run-of-river hydropower and biomass is hereby mandated. 
Towards this end, the ERC in consultation with the National 
Renewable Energy Board (NREB) created under Section 27 of 
this Act shall formulate and promulgate feed-in tariff system 
rules within one (1) year upon the effectivity of this Act which 
shall include, but not limited to the following:

(a) Priority connections to the grid for electricity generated 
from emerging renewable energy resources such as wind, so-
lar, ocean, run-of-river hydropower and biomass power plants 
within the territory of the Philippines;

(b) The priority purchase and transmission of, and payment 
for, such electricity by the grid system operators;

(c) Determine the fixed tariff to be paid to electricity produced 
from each type of emerging renewable energy and the man-
dated number of years for the application of these rates, which 
shall not be less than twelve (12) years;

(d) The feed-in tariff to be set shall be applied to the emerging 
renewable energy to be used in compliance with the renewable 
portfolio standard as provided for in this Act and in accor-
dance with the RPS rules that will be established by the DOE.

Section 8. Renewable Energy Market (REM). - To facilitate 
compliance with Section 6 of this Act, the DOE shall establish 
the REM and shall direct PEMC to implement changes to the 
WESM Rules in order to incorporate the rules specific to the 
operation of the REM under the WESM.

The PEMC shall, under the supervision of the DOE, establish 
a Renewable Energy Registrar within one (1) year from the 
effectivity of this Act and shall issue, keep and verify RE Cer-
tificates corresponding to energy generated from eligible RE 
facilities. Such certificates will be used for compliance with the 
RPS. For this purpose, a transaction fee, equal to half of what 
PEMC currently charges regular WESM players, may be im-
posed by PEMC.

Section 9. Green Energy Option. - The DOE shall establish a 
Green Energy Option program which provides end-users the 
option to choose RE resources as their sources of energy. In 
consultation with the NREB, the DOE shall promulgate the 
appropriate implementing rules and regulations which are 
necessary, incidental or convenient to achieve the objectives 
set forth herein.

Upon the determination of the DOE of its technical viabili-
ty and consistent with the requirements of the green energy 
option program, end users may directly contract from RE fa-
cilities their energy requirements distributed through their re-
spective distribution utilities.

Consistent herewith, TRANSCO or its successors-in-inter-
est, DUs, PEMC and all relevant parties are hereby mandated 
to provide the mechanisms for the physical connection and 
commercial arrangements necessary to ensure the success of 
the Green Energy Option. The end-user who will enroll under 
the energy option program should be informed by way of its 
monthly electric bill, how much of its monthly energy con-
sumption and generation charge is provided by RE facilities.

Section 10. Net-metering for Renewable Energy. - Subject 
to technical considerations and without discrimination and 
upon request by distribution end-users, the distribution util-
ities shall enter into net-metering agreements with qualified 
end-users who will be installing RE system.

The ERC, in consultation with the NREB and the electric pow-
er industry participants, shall establish net metering intercon-

Second Part

nection standards and pricing 
methodology and other com-
mercial arrangements neces-

sary to ensure success of the net-metering for renewable ener-
gy program within one (1) year upon the effectivity of this Act.

The distribution utility shall be entitled to any Renewable En-
ergy Certificate resulting from net-metering arrangement with 
the qualified end-user who is using an RE resource to provide 
energy and the distribution utility shall be able to use this RE 
certificate in compliance with its obligations under RPS.

The DOE, ERC, TRANSCO or its successors-in-interest, DUs, 
PEMC and all relevant parties are hereby mandated to provide 
the mechanisms for the physical connection and commercial 
arrangements necessary to ensure the success of the Net-me-
tering for Renewable Energy program, consistent with the 
Grid and Distribution Codes.

Section 11. Transmission and Distribution System Develop-
ment. - TRANSCO or its successors-in-interest or its buyer/
concessionaire and all DUs, shall include the required con-
nection facilities for RE-based power facilities in the Trans-
mission and Distribution Development Plans: Provided, That 
such facilities are approved by the DOE. The connection facil-
ities of RE power plants, including the extension of transmis-
sion and distribution lines, shall be subject only to ancillary 
services covering such connections.

CHAPTER IV
OFF-GRID RENEWABLE ENERGY DEVELOPMENT

Section 12. Off-Grid Areas. - Within one (1) year from the 
effectivity of this Act, NPC-SPUG or its successors-in-inter-
est and/or qualified third parties in off-grid areas shall, in the 
performance of its mandate to provide missionary electrifica-
tion, source a minimum percentage of its total annual gener-
ation upon recommendation of the NREB from available RE 
resources in the area concerned, as may be determined by the 
DOE.

As used in this Act, successors-in-interest refer to entities 
deemed technically and financially capable to serve/take over 
existing NPC-SPUG areas.

Eligible RE generation in off-grid and missionary areas shall 
be eligible for the provision of RE Certificates defined in Sec-
tion 8 of this Act. In the event there are no viable RE resources 
in the off-grid and missionary areas, the relevant electricity 
supplier in the off-grid and missionary areas shall still be obli-
gated under Section 6 of this Act.

CHAPTER V
GOVERNMENT SHARE

Section 13. Government Share. - The government share on 
existing and new RE development projects shall be equal to 
one percent (1%) of the gross income of RE resource devel-
opers resulting from the sale of renewable energy produced 
and such other income incidental to and arising from the re-
newable energy generation, transmission, and sale of electric 
power except for indigenous geothermal energy, which shall 
be at one and a half percent (1.5%) of gross income.

To further promote the development of RE projects, the gov-
ernment hereby waives its share from the proceeds of mi-
cro-scale projects for communal purposes and non-commer-
cial operations, which are not greater than one hundred (100) 
kilowatts.

CHAPTER VI
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE

Section 14. Compliance with Environmental Regulations. - All 
RE explorations, development, utilization, and RE systems op-
erations shall be conducted in accordance with existing envi-
ronmental regulations as prescribed by the DENR and/or any 
other concerned government agency.

CHAPTER VII
GENERAL INCENTIVES

Section 15. Incentives for Renewable Energy Projects and Ac-
tivities. - RE developers of renewable energy facilities, includ-
ing hybrid systems, in proportion to and to the extent of the 
RE component, for both power and non-power applications, 
as duly certified by the DOE, in consultation with the BOI, 
shall be entitled to the following incentives:

(a) Income Tax Holiday (ITH) - For the first seven (7) years 
of its commercial operations, the duly registered RE develop-
er shall be exempt from income taxes levied by the national 
government.

Additional investments in the project shall be entitled to addi-
tional income tax exemption on the income attributable to the 
investment: Provided, That the discovery and development of 
new RE resource shall be treated as a new investment and shall 
therefore be entitled to a fresh package of incentives: Provid-
ed, further, That the entitlement period for additional invest-
ments shall not be more than three (3) times the period of the 
initial availment of the ITH.

(b) Duty-free Importation of RE Machinery, Equipment and 
Materials - Within the first ten (10) years upon the issuance 
of a certification of an RE developer, the importation of ma-

chinery and equipment, 
and materials and parts 
thereof, including control and communication equipment, 
shall not be subject to tariff duties: Provided, however, That 
the said machinery, equipment, materials and parts are direct-
ly and actually needed and used exclusively in the RE facilities 
for transformation into energy and delivery of energy to the 
point of use and covered by shipping documents in the name 
of the duly registered operator to whom the shipment will be 
directly delivered by customs authorities: Provided, further, 
That endorsement of the DOE is obtained before the impor-
tation of such machinery, equipment, materials and parts are 
made.

Endorsement of the DOE must be secured before any sale, 
transfer or disposition of the imported capital equipment, 
machinery or spare parts is made: Provided, That if such sale, 
transfer or disposition is made within the ten (10)-year period 
from the date of importation, any of the following conditions 
must be present:

(i) If made to another RE developer enjoying tax and duty ex-
emption on imported capital equipment;

(ii) If made to a non-RE developer, upon payment of any taxes 
and duties due on the net book value of the capital equipment 
to be sold;

(iii) Exportation of the used capital equipment, machinery, 
spare parts or source documents or those required for RE de-
velopment; and

(iv) For reasons of proven technical obsolescence.

When the aforementioned sale, transfer or disposition is made 
under any of the conditions provided for in the foregoing 
paragraphs after ten (10) years from the date of importation, 
the sale, transfer or disposition shall no longer be subject to 
the payment of taxes and duties;

(c) Special Realty Tax Rates on Equipment and Machinery. - 
Any law to the contrary notwithstanding, realty and other tax-
es on civil works, equipment, machinery, and other improve-
ments of a Registered RE Developer actually and exclusively 
used for RE facilities shall not exceed one and a half percent 
(1.5%) of their original cost less accumulated normal depreci-
ation or net book value: Provided, That in case of an integrated 
resource development and generation facility as provided un-
der Republic Act No. 9136, the real property tax shall only be 
imposed on the power plant;

(d) Net Operating Loss Carry-Over (NOLCO). - The NOLCO 
of the RE Developer during the first three (3) years from the 
start of commercial operation which had not been previously 
offset as deduction from gross income shall be carried over 
as a deduction from gross income for the next seven (7) con-
secutive taxable years immediately following the year of such 
loss: Provided, however, That operating loss resulting from the 
availment of incentives provided for in this Act shall not be 
entitled to NOLCO;

(e) Corporate Tax Rate. - After seven (7) years of income tax 
holiday, all RE Developers shall pay a corporate tax of ten per-
cent (10%) on its net taxable income as defined in the National 
Internal Revenue Act of 1997, as amended by Republic Act 
No. 9337. Provided, That the RE Developer shall pass on the 
savings to the end-users in the form of lower power rates.

(f) Accelerated Depreciation. - If, and only if, an RE project 
fails to receive an ITH before full operation, it may apply for 
Accelerated Depreciation in its tax books and be taxed based 
on such: Provided, That if it applies for Accelerated Depreci-
ation, the project or its expansions shall no longer be eligible 
for an ITH. Accelerated depreciation of plant, machinery, and 
equipment that are reasonably needed and actually used for 
the exploration, development and utilization of RE resources 
may be depreciated using a rate not exceeding twice the rate 
which would have been used had the annual allowance been 
computed in accordance with the rules and regulations pre-
scribed by the Secretary of the Department of Finance and the 
provisions of the National Internal Revenue Code (NIRC) of 
1997, as amended. Any of the following methods of accelerat-
ed depreciation may be adopted:

i) Declining balance method; and

ii) Sum-of-the years digit method

(g) Zero Percent Value-Added Tax Rate. - The sale of fuel or 
power generated from renewable sources of energy such as, 
but not limited to, biomass, solar, wind, hydropower, geother-
mal, ocean energy and other emerging energy sources using 
technologies such as fuel cells and hydrogen fuels, shall be 
subject to zero percent (0%) value-added tax (VAT), pursu-
ant to the National Internal Revenue Code (NIRC) of 1997, as 
amended by Republic Act No. 9337.

All RE Developers shall be entitled to zero-rated value added 
tax on its purchases of local supply of goods, properties and 
services needed for the development, construction and instal-
lation of its plant facilities.

This provision shall also apply to the whole process of explor-
ing and developing renewable energy 

Aming i-publish and batas na nagbibigay sa 
atin ng karapatan na gumamit at mag-pro-
duce, ng malinis, libre, at renewable na 
kuryente (energy) na galing halimbawa sa 
araw. Basahing maigi ng malaman niyo ang 
katotohanan.

Cont. on page 2


