
Officials inspect fire-
crackers plant, stalls in 
Bulacan

3rd Mech, Jelexie 
hold gift giving in 
Sta. Ignacia

•	 Poultries	na	may	temporary	clo-
sure-Brgy.	Calayaan,	Gerona

•	 Mabuhay	ka	MAYOR	ELOY	
ECLAR!!!

MGA KAGALANG-GALANG NA MAYORS,
ANG HAMON NG LINIS GOBYERNO SA INYO,
SUNDAN NINYO ANG MGA MAGAGANDA AT

TAMANG MGA HAKBANGIN NI MAYOR NORA
MODOMO (Mayor - Sta. Ignacia). DAPAT AY

PANTAY-PANTAY ANG PAGTRATO AT PAG -IMPLEMENTA 
NG MGA KONDISYONES SA ECC BAGO MABIGYAN

NG BAGO O RENEWAL NG BUSINESS PERMIT.  
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By: Roldan Ramos

SPIN UP

By:  Nelson Bolos

The	Best	talaga	ang	
TARELCO	1	(Part	5)

MAGKASANGGA TAYO

Hulaan!!	Sino	sila?
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By: Nestor Castro

tarlac weekender

Central Luzon MSMEs 
showcase products at 
SEA Games 2019

(read on page 7)

NEW CLARK CITY, 
Tarlac -- About 80 

micro, small and medium 
enterprises in Central Lu-
zon currently showcase 
their products in a trade 
fair at New Clark City 
(NCC) which plays host to 
the Aquatics and Athletics 
events of the 30th South 
East Asian Games (SEA 
Games).

 “SEA Games is the most 
opportune time to show-
case our local products to 
the world,” Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) 
Undersecretary Blesila A. 
Lantayona said.

 For his part, Bases Con-
version and Development 

Authority Vice President 
for Business Development 
Arrey Perez said they will 
continue to support the 
initiatives of government 
agencies like DTI, especial-
ly those that will benefit lo-
cal entrepreneurs.

 DTI Regional Director 
Judith P. Angeles said the 
display of local products 
for sale at SEA Games will 
primarily cater to foreign 
and local athletes as well as 
sports officials and specta-
tors.  

 It features quality prod-
ucts like bags, wallets and 
accessories, household dis-
play items such as minia-
ture kitchen wares and sou-

venir items.
 “In coordination with 

the Bureau of Jail Manage-
ment and Penology, the fair 
also includes display prod-
ucts produced by Persons 
Deprived of Liberty. Food 
items in the trade fair in-
clude marine based prod-
ucts, chili pastes, peanut 
butter and cashew nuts, 
delicacies and handicrafts,” 
Angeles furthered.

 The trade fair will run 
until the Closing Ceremo-
ny on December 11. It is 
housed at the commercial 
area of NCC in front of 
the Aquatics Center. (CL-
JD-PIA	3)

Cont. on page 2
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						This	photo	taken	along	
Sta	Ignacia-gerona	provin-
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motori
sts! Tarlac City - - There is 

reason to celebrate.
Thus, said of this city’s first 

Seal of Good Local Gover-
nance (SGLG) award which 
was celebrated with 100 
roasted pigs. 

The city was bestowed 
the much coveted “Seal” 
last November 5 at the Ma-
nila Hotel, the first since the 
SGLG was launched by the 
Department of Interior and 
Local Government  (DILG) 
in 2010.

The SGLG is based on the 
“annual performance evalu-
ation of all LGUs on 3 core 
or basic aspects and 4 essen-
tial elements on local gov-
ernment management” fore-

Tarlac City’s first ‘SGLG’ 
award celebrated with 
100 lechons

most of which is the “good 
financial housekeeping”.

The SGLG award comes 
with a P10 million cash as-
sistance and makes an LGU 
eligible to avail of special 
projects and programs fund-
ed by the national govern-
ment.  Meaning, LGUs with-
out SGLG are not allowed 
to be recipients of some na-

tional projects. 
In an earlier news, Mayor 

Cristy Angeles was quoted 
to have said, “The SGLG 
award is a proof that we 
are in the right track. Now 
we are able to provide more 
services to the people and 
more projects and programs 
without resorting to loans. 
The em-

cial	road	speaks	for	itself!		The	
road	widening	has	long	been	com-

pleted	but	it	cannot	be	fully	utilized	be-
cause	of	these	posts	obstructing	one	lane.	

(read on page 2

70%	of	Fil-
ipinos	wor-
ried	over	
Chinese	
workers’	in-
flux	to	PH:	
SWS

Southeast	Asian	Solar	Power	Set	to	Surge	as	
Costs	Drop	Below	Natural-Gas	Generation
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Pope Francis to 
lead Aguinaldo 
mass for Pinoys 
in Rome Dec. 15

Why host countries dominate 
SEA Games, falter in next
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Tarlac City’s first SGLG...
          from page 1
ployees of the city are now much 
more responsive and profes-
sional. But we shall still strive to 
be more efficient, prudent and 
competent to better serve the 
city populace”. 

The celebration of the SGLG 
was held right at the center of 
city, along F. Tanedo Street, 
where 100 lechons was served 

3rd Mech, Jelexie hold gift 
giving in Sta. Ignacia
TARLAC CITY -- 

About 520 students 
in far-flung communi-
ties in Sta. Ignacia town 
benefitted from the gift 
giving activity of the 3rd 
Mechanized Infantry 
Battalion (3rd MIB) in 
partnership with Jelexie 
Bread King Corporation. 

 Students of Calipayan 
Elementary School and 
Timmaguab Elementary 
School received bread 
packs and slippers. 

 “This convergence 
effort with the private 
sector is in line with 
Executive Order No.70 
or the Whole-of-nation 
approach to End Lo-
cal Communist Armed 
Conflict,” 3rd MIB Com-
mander Lieutenant Col-
onel Norberto P. Aromin 

Jr said.
 Aside from gift giving, 

there was a film show-
ing focused on incul-
cating to the youth the 
spirit of Bayanihan and 
make them aware of the 
deceitful tactics and ex-
ploitation of the Com-
munist Party of the Phil-
ippines-New People’s 
Army (CPP-NPA).

 3rd MIB also encour-
aged parents and teach-
ers to play their role in 
actively protecting the 
youth from the influence 
of the CPP-NPA. 

 “We have always been 
a partner in alleviating 
the welfare of the indi-
gents by bringing ba-
sic services jointly with 
partner stakeholders, 
and in educating the 

youth about the ills of 
communism,” Aromin 
added.

 For this part, 7th In-
fantry Division Com-
mander Major Gener-
al Lenard T. Agustin 
lauded the effort of 3rd 
MIB and thanked Jel-
exie Bread King Corpo-
ration whose owner is a 
member of the division’s 
Multi-Sector Advisory 
Board (MSAB). 

 “Our MSAB is made 
up of well-respected ci-
vilians from the differ-
ent sectors of the com-
munity and functions 
as an advisory group for 
the Command,” he dis-
closed./Gabriela	 Liana	
S.	 Barela	 (CLJD/GLSB-
PIA	3)

About 520 students in far-flung communities in Sta. Ignacia, Tarlac benefit from 
the gift giving activity of the 3rd Mechanized Infantry Battalion in partnership with 
Jelexie Bread King Corporation. (7th Infantry Division)

to an estimated crowd of 
8,000.

 Angeles and key city 
officials, together with of-
ficials from the city’s 76 
barangays  led the celebra-
tion.  

“When I took over in 
2016, the city financial 
condition is a big mess. 
The fiscal deficit is more 
than P103 Million, loans 
payable around P600 Mil-
lion, tax collection is very 
low, assets of the city are 
not earning and many 
were ‘sold out’ thru irreg-
ular contracts. Many re-

cords are missing. Funds 
are released for other pur-
pose without the approv-

al from the SP (Sanggunian 
Panlungsod). Basic services to 
the people are not adequate-
ly provided, etc, etc. Thus, we 
worked very hard to correct 
the total mismanagement of 
the city”, also said Angeles, 
the first ever lady mayor of the 
city.

“We are very proud of the 
SGLG award. This is the fruit 

of decent, prudent and cor-
ruption-free management of 
the city today”, said Atty. Jo-
selito Castro, head of the city 
legal office.

Music bands and come-
dians enlivened the street 
celebration which lasted for 
more than 5 hours.

The 100 pigs were donat-
ed by the Hog Raisers As-
sociation of Tarlac and were 
roasted around the city pla-
zuela./Nelson	Bolos

Mayor Cristy Angeles handing out lechon in paper bowls to ordinary 
folks who came to the celebration of the city’s First Seal of Good Local 
Governance  (SGLG) dubbed as Pa-lechon ni Mayor Cristy Angeles

Officials inspect firecrackers 
plant, stalls in Bulacan
CITY OF MALOLOS, Bulacan 

-- Governor Daniel Fernan-
do, together with officials of the 
Pyrotechnic Regulatory Board 
(PRB), inspected on Friday sever-
al fireworks manufacturing plants 
in San Rafael and stalls in Bocaue 
town, this province.

The move was to ensure that 
the rules and regulations stated 
in Executive Order no. 28 under 
Republic Act No. 7183 (An Act 
regulating the sale, manufacture, 
distribution and use of firecrack-
ers and other pyrotechnic devic-
es) are being observed by manu-
facturers, dealers, and retailers of 
pyrotechnics and firecrackers.

Fernando, along with PRB of-
ficials from the Philippine Py-
rotechnics Manufacturers and 
Dealers Association Inc. (PPM-
DAI), Philippine Fireworks As-
sociation, Department of Trade 
and Industry (DTI), Department 
of the Interior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG), Philippine Nation-
al Police (PNP), Bureau of Fire 
and Protection (BFP), Local Gov-

ernment Unit (LGU), and 
Technical Education and 
Skills Development Au-
thority (TESDA) checked 
the Dragon Fireworks Inc. 
in Barangay in San Rafa-
el town and S.R. Castillo 
Fireworks in Barangay 
Turo in Bocaue.

Fernando said that the 
primary objective of the 
inspection is the safety of 
the public in line with the 
RA 7183.

“We are glad and satis-
fied because our province 
topped in pyrotechnics 
and in any field of endeav-
ors,” the governor said.

Although Bulacan of-
ficials regularly inspect 
fireworks and firecrackers 
manufacturers and deal-
ers, he reiterated his call 
to the public to be vigilant 
and to report illegal deal-
ers that would definitely 
affect the local industry.

Bulacan Police acting 

director, Col. Emma Li-
bunao, said that there 
are 24 licensed manu-
facturers and 92 licensed 
dealers in the Bulacan 
wherein she assured that 
those non-compliant also 
known as “colorums” will 
be arrested.

Libunao warned the 
consumers to buy only la-
beled products and legiti-
mate fireworks sellers.

Jovenson Ong, of the 
Philippine Fireworks As-
sociation, clarified that 
“bawang”, “judas belt”, 
“five star” and “sawa” are 
not included in the list of 
illegal firecrackers.

He added that the Phil-
ippines, represented by 
Dragon Fireworks, is the 
first in Southeast Asia 
to win the prestigious 
Cannes International 
Fireworks Competition. 
(PNA)

350 pregnant women join ‘Buntis 
Congress’ in Nueva Ecija
TALAVERA, Nueva Eci-

ja -- Some mothers give 
their six-month old babies 
commercial baby food be-
cause they are apprehensive 
about giving them sweet po-
tato as supplemental food 
for fear it would cause gas 
pain.

While many mothers are 
aware of the importance of 
using iodized salt for their 
and their babies’ health, 
some have little understand-
ing of this.

These were among the is-
sues tackled during the Bun-
tis Congress spearheaded 
by the National Nutrition 
Council (NCC), Depart-
ment of Health (DOH), and 
the local government unit 
(LGU) led by Mayor Nerivi 
Santos-Martinez here Tues-
day.

At least 350 pregnant 
women participated in the 
discussions that were also 

supported by the Municipal 
Nutrition Council (MNC) 
and Talavera General Hos-
pital.

“Natatakot kayo na baka 
kabagan ang inyong baby? 
Hindi naman hilaw (Are you 
afraid that your baby might 
suffer from gas pain? It is 
not raw),” said Leonila Pi-
neda, district nutrition pro-
gram coordinator of Nueva 
Ecija, when the mothers said 
they did not want to give 
their children sweet potato 
or “kamote”.

She said in jest that moth-
ers who give their children 
commercial food were 
“yayamanin” (rich).

Pineda, however, said 
solid food should be given 
to children six months and 
older in moderation.

“Unti-unti. Dahan-dahan. 
Nagsimula sa isang kutsara, 
o dalawang kutsara (Gradu-
ally, slowly. Start with one or 

two tablespoons),” 
she said.

Iluminada de 
Guzman, also a nu-
trition program co-
ordinator, under-
scored the benefits 
of breastfeeding to 
both mother and 
child.

“It also brings 
economic advan-
tage to the family, 
considering the 
skyrocketing prices 
of milk formula,” she said.

Nutrition officer Rose 
Anne Cuyco, on the oth-
er hand, discussed matters 
concerning the child’s first 
1,000 days of life.

Meanwhile, Martinez en-
couraged pregnant women 
to avail of government pro-
grams that are readily avail-
able to ensure mother and 
child safety.

to get the nutrients their 
bodies need),” she said.

Ana Maria Rosaldo, nutri-
tion program coordinator of 
Central Luzon, lauded this 
town’s program that has sig-
nificantly reduced malnutri-
tion.

“The municipality has 
been a grand slam green 
banner awardee and a na-
tional awardee in nutrition 
this year,” she said.

At the end of the discus-
sions, the LGU distribut-
ed among the participants 
“Buntis kits” that contained 
supplies they would need as 
they give birth.	(PNA)

“Libreng manganak, libreng vi-
tamins, mga gamot na kailangan, 
libreng check-up at kapag nanga-
nak na sila ay mayroong feeding at 
hanggang sa sila (child) ay lumaki 
maabot yung 1,000 days ay makuha 
yung mga sustansyang kailangan ng 
katawan (Free childbirth, free vita-
mins and other 
essential medi-
cines, free check-
ups and when 
they gave birth, 
there is a feeding 
program until the 
child grows up and 
reaches 1,000 days 
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CITY OF SAN FER-

NANDO, Pampanga 
-- Bureau of  Treasury 
(BTr) urged Central Lu-
zon residents to start in-
vesting through its latest 
offering of the Premyo 
Bonds.

 BTr Central Luzon 
Regional Director Irene 
Jonson said this newest 
investment product is 
an investment security 
which is essentially risk 
free since it is issued by 
the Republic of the Phil-
ippines.

 “Only a minimum of 
PhP500 is required for 
an individual to start in-
vesting. This provides an 
annual interest rate of 3% 
which provides higher 

yield than time deposits. 
Aside from the annual 
interest, investors are also 
entitled to one raffle entry 
for every PhP500 worth 
of investment,” Jonson 
said.

 The director said that 
there will be 61 winners 
every quarter. 

 “Fifty individuals will 
win PhP10,000 each; 10 
individuals will win PhP 
100,000 each, and one 
winner will win PhP1 
million,” she said. 

 Aside from the cash 
prizes, winners of PhP1 
million in the four quar-
ters will also get the 
chance to win a condo-
minium unit or a house 
and lot, according to BTr.

 To avail of the Premyo 
Bonds, interested individ-
uals may purchase from 
Land Bank of the Philip-
pines, Development Bank 
of the Philippines, Chi-
na Bank, Banco de Oro, 
Philippine National Bank 
and Metro Bank.

 They may also pur-
chase the bonds online 
at www.treasury.gov.ph. 
These can be purchased 
until December 13, 2019, 
and will be issued on De-
cember 18, 2019. They 
have one-year maturity. 

 Premyo Bonds is con-
ceptualized to help raise 
funds for housing, ed-
ucation, healthcare and 
social services. (CLJD/
MJSC-PIA	3)

Pope Francis to lead Aguinaldo 
mass for Pinoys in Rome Dec. 15

MANILA -- For the first 
time, a Pope will cel-

ebrate the traditional Agui-
naldo Mass for Filipinos in 
Rome at the St. Peter’s Basil-
ica on December 15.

Pope Francis will preside 
over the 4:30 p.m. (10:30 
p.m., Manila time) Mass at 
the Basilica which is expect-
ed to be attended by Rome 
and Philippine officials.

Though such Mass for Fil-
ipinos has been held there 
several times in the past, the 
Dec. 15 celebration will be 
the first-ever to be presided 
over by a pontiff.

“This is the fourth year 
that we celebrate it in the 
basilica but the first time 
that the Pope will be the 
one to preside,” said Sca-
labrinian Fr. Ricky Gente 
of the Filipino Chaplaincy 
in Rome in an article post-
ed on the Catholic Bishops’ 

Conference of the Philip-
pines (CBCP) news website.

He, however, added that 
they can only accommodate 
7,500 churchgoers.

“We have thousands of 
Filipinos who requested en-
try but we are not allowed 
to go beyond that sitting ca-
pacity of the basilica,” Gente 
said.

Some 150 priests includ-
ing Cardinal Vicar Ange-
lo de Donatis, the Vicar 
of Rome, and Fr. Leonir 
Chiarello, head of the Sca-
labrinians worldwide are 
also concelebrating the Eu-
charistic Celebration.

Philippine Ambassador 
to the Holy See Grace Relu-
cio-Princesa and the coun-
try’s envoy to Italy Domin-
go Nolasco are expected to 
attend the celebration.

After the December 15 
Mass, the other Aguinal-

do Masses which are held 
for nine consecutive days 
leading up to Christmas, 
will be held at the Santa 
Pudenziana Basilica, which 
was designated as the offi-
cial church of the Filipinos 
by pope-turned-saint John 
Paul II.

The holding of Aguinal-
do Masses or Misa de Gallo 
(dawn Mass) is one of Fili-
pino traditions as part of 
Christmas celebration.

Meanwhile, the Vati-
can unveiled the Nativity 
scene and lit the 85-foot tall 
Christmas tree in St. Peter’s 
Square on Thursday.

The Holy Father ex-
pressed hope that the na-
tivity scene will serve as a 
reminder of the true essence 
and real meaning of Christ-
mas. (PNA)

DepEd	to	study	effects	of	language	
on	test	performance
MANILA -- Department 

of Education (DepEd) 
Secretary Leonor Briones 
will further look into the 
effects of the choice of lan-
guage on test performance as 
she acknowledged the need 
to strengthen the teaching 
and learning of English.

“Does the choice of lan-
guage affect test perfor-
mance? Reading in English 
is clearly a weakness of our 
learners, and this may also 
affect the performance of 
our learners in Science and 
Math, as the language of in-
struction and testing in later 
grades is English,” Briones 
said at the launch of “Sulong 
Edukalidad” on Wednesday 
in Quezon City.

The Philippines got a poor 
ranking in the Programme 
for International Student 
Assessment (PISA) 2018, 
ranking the lowest among 
79 countries that took part 
in the assessment.

The assessment results 
showed that the Philippines 
scored 353 in mathematics, 
357 in science, and 340 in 
reading, all below the aver-

age of participating Organi-
sation for Economic Co-op-
eration and Development 
countries.

The DepEd joined PISA in 
2018 for the first time as part 
of its reform plans on quality 
basic education.

Briones said the agency is 
reviewing the basic educa-
tion curriculum to address 
gaps.

Among the interventions 
include a curriculum review 
that aims to study the em-
phasis of the education sys-
tem on foundational compe-
tencies, such as reading and 
mathematics, especially in 
the early grades.

“With this, I direct the 
Curriculum and Instruction 
strand, specifically Bureau 
of Curriculum Develop-
ment, and Bureau of Edu-
cation Assessment to study 
this further, but quite obvi-
ously we need to strengthen 
our teaching and learning in 
English if we are to continue 
with English as our language 
of instruction and testing,” 
she said.

“I direct that we make sure 

that through the curriculum 
review, these competencies 
are clearly articulated, and 
are not sacrificed by conges-
tion of ancillary competen-
cies,” Briones said.

Briones said addressing 
the challenge of quality ed-
ucation would be a “difficult 
and long-drawn process” as 
she called for the support of 
all stakeholders.

“But to be efficient, one 
limiting variable for all of 
our efforts and interventions 
is to ask: How will this trans-
late in the concrete at the 
school and classroom level? 
It is at the level of the school 
and the classroom that qual-
ity will ultimately depend,” 
she said.

The Sulong Edukalidad 
program aims to address the 
country’s need to improve 
the quality of basic educa-
tion and would focus on 
four key areas — the review 
and updating of the K to 12 
program, the improvement 
of learning facilities, upskill-
ing and reskilling of teachers 
and school heads, and the 
engagement of stakeholders 
for support and collabora-
tion. (PNA)

Why host countries dominate 
SEA Games, falter in next
Christian	V.	Esguerra,	ABS-CBN	News

MANILA -- Carefully 
curated sports events 

and a passionate home 
crowd helped push the Phil-
ippines ahead in the gold 
medal race in this year’s 
Southeast Asian (SEA) 
Games.

But the Philippines is not 
likely to duplicate this feat 
2 years from now, sports 
officials concede, when the 
events shift to Vietnam, 
which will enjoy the advan-
tages on display in the ongo-
ing edition.

It has become a sort of a 
pattern in the region’s big-
gest multi-sports event, host 
countries usually racking 
up gold medals but falling 
behind in the years that fol-
lowed.

“Definitely, kalimutan na 
yung 1 (forget number 1),” 
Philippine Olympic Com-
mittee (POC) president 
Abraham Tolentino told 
ABS-CBN News, referring 
to the Philippines’ chances 
in the Vietnam games.

Tolentino, a congressman 
from Cavite, said finishing 
anywhere from second to 
fourth places would be a re-
alistic target in Vietnam, but 
not 6th or 7th.

The Philippines topped 
the games with 113 gold 
medals as host in 2005. But 
it dropped to 6th place with 
only 41 gold medals in Thai-
land, which ruled the re-
gional meet with 183 gold 
medals 2 years later.

Thailand broke the pattern 

working against a previous 
host by again leading in the 
games held in Laos in 2009.

The Philippines finished 
a close second to Indonesia 
during the Manila hosting in 
1991, then settled for third 
in the next 2 SEA Games.

“When we go to Vietnam 
2 years from now, I’ll predict 
to you, we’ll go down to No. 
4, No. 5,” said former POC 
chairman Monico Puentev-
ella, who heads the Philip-
pine weightlifting body.

“We cannot just rest on 
our laurels... we have events 
here never played before in 
the SEA Games.”

NEW EVENTS
Like the Philippines, and 

other SEA Games hosts, 
Vietnam will enjoy the op-

tion of including sports 
events where it’s likely to 
reap gold medals.

“Kahit ako, kung ako nasa 
position ng Vietnam, bakit 
ko naman ilalagay yung ma-
nanalo kalaban? Uunahin 
ko muna yung lahat ng ma-
nanalo ako,” Tolentino said.

(If I were Vietnam, why 
would I include those that 
could be won by my oppo-
nents? I will prioritize those 
where I could win.)

This year’s SEA Games is 
considered the biggest in the 
regional tournament’s his-
tory with 56 sports events, 
several of which were picked 
by host Philippines to boost 
its gold medal chances.

Among them were 3x3 
basketball and arnis, which 
both delivered gold medals 
for the hosts. Filipinos also 
collected gold in obstacle 
course race and dance sport.

Tolentino said he “de-
signed” all 56 sports events, 
backed by a team that did 
“deep research” into the 
Philippines’ gold medal pro-
jections compared to the 10 
other SEA Games countries.

As of 2 p.m. Friday, the 
Philippines still leads the 
overall tally with 68 gold 
medals, 50 silver, and 37 
bronze.

Vietnam is second with 
a 33-38-43 medal haul, fol-
lowed by Indonesia.

“Home court eh. Lahat ng 
events meron tayong partic-
ipant,” Tolentino said.

(It’s on home court. And 
in all events, we have a par-
ticipant.)

CONSISTENCY
“Of course, this is a good 

ego booster for the host,” 
former POC president Cris-
ty Ramos said of the Philip-
pines’ strong showing this 
year.

But sustaining this run 
will be the bigger challenge 
for the Philippines, she said, 
citing the consistency dis-
played by Thailand, Indo-
nesia, and Malaysia, which 
have the most number of 
gold medals in the SEA 
Games.

“The key is consistency,” 
she said, citing the need 
to put more emphasis on 

sports early in the school 
curriculum and look at it as 
“something valuable in our 
lives.”

Ramos said sports officials 
also had the tendency to fo-
cus on sports only in prepa-
ration for the SEA Games or 
the bigger Asian or Olympic 
Games.

“You need more time to 
train and practice because 
that’s the nature of our body, 
muscular memory,” she said.

“The basic skills in sports, 
just basic human movement, 
you have to teach students at 
a very young age to be able 
to do that well.”

For the next SEA Games, 
Tolentino said the Philip-
pines should focus on sports 
where Filipinos were expect-
ed to finish strong, given the 
new host’s option to include 
events to its advantage.

Ramos said this privilege 
also served as an incentive to 
hosts, given that organizing 
the regional games entailed 
huge investments, especially 
in infrastructure.

Sustainable consumption and production 
for planet’s health, future’s wealth

Cont. on page 5

We have probably been 
hearing about the 

concept of Sustainable De-
velopment adopted from the 
United Nation’s Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDG) 
that “provides a shared blue-
print for peace and prosperi-
ty for people and the planet, 

now and into the future.”
The SDGs pertaining to 

poverty, hunger, health, ed-
ucation, and gender equality 
are often talked about open-
ly in all forms of media and 
communications, but we 
rarely hear about Sustainable 
Consumption and Produc-

tion (SCP).
This particular goal of sus-

tainable consumption and 
production was then intro-
duced and intensively tack-
led by National Economic 
and Development Region 4A 
(NEDA 4A) Assistant Re-
g i o n a l 



With the stirring, spectacular opening ceremonies last 
Saturday, and then the massive medal haul by Filipino 

athletes, one may seem uncharitable in tempering cheers for the 
30th Southeast Asian (SEA) Games with a few admonitions.

Indeed, since the November 30 kickoff, right on the birth 
anniversary of founding Katipunero Andres Bonifacio, the SEA 
Games’ critics have fallen silent, as if their carping in recent 
weeks were not just drowned out, but also debunked by the 
ecstatic chorus of the Hotdog band’s “Manila” at the packed 
Philippine Arena.

Many people, brimming with patriotic joy, may then take 
umbrage if Congress, the Office 
of the Ombudsman (OMB), and 
the Commission on Audit (CoA) 

proceed to look into the P55-million Olympic flame cauldron in 
New Clark City, as well as the channeling of P1.5 billion in SEA 
Games funds to the private Philippine Southeast Games Orga-
nizing Committee, headed by stalwarts of President Rodrigo 
Duterte’s administration.

Expose	those	tarnishing	the	nation
Why investigate and spoil the immense boost to national pride 

and unity from the Games? Can’t we just bask in the glow of 
the impressive display of what Filipinos can do for the nation 
and the region, plus world sport and international harmony?

Answer:	Because sweeping SEA Games anomalies under the 
rug would erode the very pride, excellence, unity and sports-
manship among our neighbors felt by Filipinos over the SEA 
Games celebration and competition. Let us extol the nation’s 
achievement, and hold accountable those who would tarnish 
it — by exposing any fake news claiming corruption, as well 
as real crooks profiting at the nation’s expense.

To repeat, the nation and our integrity institutions OMB 
and CoA, along with responsible, impartial media, should 
probe claims of anomaly and incompetence to debunk lies that 
shamed Filipinos in our moment of triumph before the region, 
and to censure and punish traitorous Filipinos who use their 
position and influence in corrupt schemes fleecing and shaming 
the country.

Whether fake news to shame the administration, or graft-rid-
den deals exploiting it, the end-result is the exact antithesis of 
what international sports, from the Olympics and the world 
championships to the SEA Games, stand for: excellence, fairness 
and friendship in competition.

False accusations are patently unfair and dishonest, destroy-
ing the very basis of fair play in sport. Take the claim that 
foreign athletes had to sleep on the hotel floor, and Muslim ones 
were served pork. In fact, the former arrived earlier than their 
scheduled check-in, and elected to sleep on the holding room 
floor while waiting for their rooms. And the hotel hosting the 
Muslim group said all religious dietary rules were followed.

Corruption too opposes honesty as well as patriotism, and 
its schemers now want to avoid accountability for dishonesty 
by hiding behind nationalist pride. Don’t expose our graft, they 
seem to be saying, to spare the nation shame.

Well, the only way to dissuade similar brazen profiteering at 
the people’s expense is to probe and punish it. Period. Plainly, if 
grafters will not spare even international showcases of national 
pride and prowess, what will they not taint with corruption?

Sportsmanship	for	nation-building
Tarring international sports events are particularly damaging 

to the Republic’s values and reputation. Being largely free from 
fractious political issues, games among nations attract the most 
attention and adulation from the global populace, especially 
the youth making up the participants or aspiring to be among 
them. Fake news and corrupt schemes alienate this massive 
sport-loving segment of the world community.

Sports also give the youth the rare opportunity to bring honor 
and pride to the country without having to, say, wage war, 
invent amazing devices, create billion-dollar enterprises, or 
make blockbuster films or chart-topping records. Hence, when 
great sporting events are slashed by sleaze, among the ideals 
bloodied is the youth’s heroic drive to serve and elevate the 
nation.

Sportsmanship also builds unity and peace by allowing 
athletes in fierce competition, even among nations that have 
fought wars or are still in conflict, to shake hands after the 
matches. Recall the Christmas truce 105 years ago this month, 
when German and British troops facing off in the trenches 
stopped shooting and played football, despite orders from the 
British high command not to fraternize with the enemy.

Editorial
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KAKAMPI MO ANG BATAS

By:  Atty. Batas Mauricio

 

Hard	lessons	from	
the	Southeast	Asian	

Games

Problema	bilang	abogado,	
daan	ng	pagsulong	ng	
Simbahang	AND	KNK

WE WIN AS ONE!

By: Ricardo Saludo (www.manilatimes.net)

Now, what happens when politicking and graft invade the 
Games? Unsavory comments and sentiments replace the cele-
bration of harmony and unity among disparate peoples. That 
cannot but rob the Games of goodwill. Hence, one would not be 
surprised if Broadway star Lea Salonga backed out of the SEA 
Games opening due to concerns over integrity and fractiousness.

Of course, the essence of sports is winning and excelling. 
Every athlete wants to take the crown fair and square, with 
the best man or woman prevailing. Nothing fair and square, 
of course, when falsehoods shame the Games, and what gets 
projects are not the best companies, but the most connected.

Time	to	take	sports	seriously
Sadly, despite the foregoing arguments, the liars and schemers 

who besmirched the SEA Games may escape exposé and 
accountability. National leaders and policy makers have long 
given little value to sports as a tool in nation building. “It’s just 
a game,” goes the disdaining refrain.

That is not how other nations, especially the global sporting 
giants, treat sports. Indeed, most members of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations have Cabinet-level ministries handling 
sports, unlike the Philippines.

If there is any leader who should punch hard for taking sports 
seriously, it is Sen. Manny Pacquiao. Our national icon of global 
sports excellence should light a fire bigger than the cauldron 
blaze he ignited at the SEA Games opening, and make our 
leaders and our people treat games as, well, not just games.

That means, first and foremost, bringing the rules and 
practices of various national sports in line with global norms. 
These standards include not just anti-doping and anti-fixing 
regimes, but also safeguards for the welfare of athletes, like 
insurance for racing — required abroad, but forcibly waived 
hereabouts, with tragic results.

Let’s stop treating sports as kid stuff.

INSPIRASYON SA BUHAY: “…`Huwag kayong mag-im-
pok ng mga kayamanan dito sa lupa; dito’y may naninirang 
insekto at kalawang, at may nakakapasok na magnanakaw. 
Sa halip, mag-impok kayo ng kayamanan sa langit; doo’y 
walang naninirang insekto at kalawang, at walang nakaka-
pasok na magnanakaw. Sapagkat kung saan naroroon ang 
iyong kayamanan, naroroon din ang iyong puso’…” (si Je-
sus, ang ating Diyos at Tagapagligtas na Siyang Diyos Ama, 
Anak, at Espiritu Santo, sa Mateo 6:19-21, Ang Tanging 
Daan Bibliya).

-ooo-

BAKIT AKO LUMUSONG SA GAWAIN NG “PAGPAP-
AHAYAG AT PAGLILIGTAS”? Naririto po ang ikalawang 
bahagi ng aking isinulat na testimonya patungkol sa aking 
pagiging kasapi ng Simbahang Anak ng Diyos Kadugo Ni 
Kristo (AND KNK), na inilabas na sa website ng AND 
KNK na andknk.ph at naglalayong ipaliwanag kung bakit 
ako nagpasyang lumusong sa gawain ng pagpapahayag at 
pagliligtas ng kaluluwa, sa kabila ng nararanasan ko noon 
na kariwasaan, katanyagan, at kasiyahan sa mga materyal 
na bagay:

“Isang araw, nawala lahat ang aking mga pinanghaha-
wakang katanyagan. Nagkaroon ako ng problema sa pag-
tatanggol sa isang pamilyang nakakain ng mga de latang 
may mga uod na buhay. Sa aking pagtanggap sa pamilyang 
ito bilang mga libreng kliyente, nagalit sa akin ang may-ari 
ng mga de latang pinagmulan ng mga uod na nakain nila.

“Ako ay nasuspendi sa pagiging abogado ng tatlong taon. 
Nawala ang aking mga kliyente, nawala ang aking mga pro-
grama at mga diyaryo. Naging napakadilim ng aking mun-

do ng mga panahong iyon.

-ooo-
MGA NAMAYAPA KONG MAGULANG, INSTRUMEN-
TO NG DIYOS: “Ngunit ang aking namayapang ama, si G. 
Melanio Pauco Mauricio Sr., ng Ramos, Tarlac, at ang aking 
namayapa na ding ina, si Gng. Salvacion Lazo Mauricio ng 
San Ildefonso, Ilocos Sur, ay naging mga instrumento ng 
Diyos upang hindi ako mawalan ng loob, sa harap ng napa-
katinding dagok ng buhay na dumating sa akin.

“Sinabi nila sa akin, `huwag kang manghihina. Hanap-
in mo kung ano ang gusto ng Diyos sa iyo’. Sa kanilang 
tinuran, nag-umpisa akong magbulay-bulay. Nag-umpisa 
akong datnan ng mga inspirasyon---ano ba ang nagawa ko 
na upang magpasalamat naman sa Diyos sa napakandang 
buhay na ipinagkaloob Niya sa akin?

“Napakabuti ng Diyos sa akin at sa aking mga mahal sa 
buhay. Pero, bakit wala akong pagpapasalamat man lamang 
sa Kaniyang kabutihan? Sa loob ng tatlong taong ako ay 
suspendido bilang abogado, ipinakita sa akin ng Diyos ang 
mga kasagutan. Sa loob ng tatlong taong ito, nagbigay ang 
Diyos sa akin ng liwanag, upang ang Kaniyang mga gawain 
ng pagpapahayag at pagliligtas ay magkaroon ng kagana-
pan.

-ooo-
PROBLEMA	BILANG	ABOGADO	NAGING	DAAN	NG	
PAGSULONG NG SIMBAHANG AND KNK: “Sumu-
long ang Simbahang Anak ng Diyos Kadugo Ni Kristo sa 
iba’t ibang dako sa loob ng tatlong taong ito. Sa kaganda-
hang-loob ng Diyos, pinagtagpo Niya ako at ang iba pang 
mga pinili Niya sa mga gawain. Niliwanag Niya sa akin na 
ang Kaniyang mga tatawagin upang makasama ko sa ga-
wain ng pagpapahayag at pagliligtas, sa ilalim ng Kaniyang 
Simbahan, ang Simbahang Anak ng Diyos Kadugo Ni Kris-
to, ay yung mga bibigyan Niya ng mga usaping legal.

“Ang mga taong may kaso sa hukuman, o niyuyurakan 
ang mga karapatan, ang magiging sentrong bahagi ng mga 
gawain ng Diyos sa ilalim ng Simbahang Anak ng Diyos 
Kadugo Ni Kristo. Dahil sa kanilang mga kaso o usaping le-
gal, ang mga taong ito ang magkakaroon ng pagkakataong 
madinig ang mga pagpapahayag ng Kaniyang Simbahang 
Anak ng Diyos Kadugo Ni Kristo.

“Sa ngayon, hindi maikakaila na marami pa ang dapat 
gawin. Magkaganunman, naitayo na ng Diyos ang Kani-
yang Simbahan sa Silangan, sa Malayong Lupain, sa Pilipi-
nas. Naipunla na, kumbaga, ang binhi. At sumusulong na 
ang mga gawain. Ang kailangan na lamang sa ngayon ay 
puspusang pagkilos ng lahat ng mga tinawag sa pamamag-
itan ng kanilang mga kaso sa husgado. Salamat sa Diyos sa 
Ngalan Niyang Jesus, Amen.”

-ooo-
REAKSIYON?	Tawag po sa 0977 805 9058, 0918 574 0193, 
0933 8251308 o sa aking Messenger account sa Facebook: 
Melanio Lazo Mauricio Jr. Email: batasmauricio@yahoo.
com, mmauriciojr111@gmail.com. Maaari din po kayong 
mag-post ng inyong mga reaksiyon sa aking Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/attybatas.
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By:  Nestor “Paken” Castro

MAGKASANGGA TAYO

 

•	 Poultries	na	may	temporary	clo-
sure-Brgy.	Calayaan,	Gerona

•	Mabuhay	ka	MAYOR	ELOY	
ECLAR!!!

Cont. on page 7

By:  Roldan Ramos

HATAW NA KAIBIGAN

The	Best	talaga	ang	TARELCO	
1	(Part	5)

By:  Nelson Bolos

SPIN UP

Hulaan!!	Sino	sila?

Hardware and 
Construction Supply

La Fuerza

Along F. Tanedo, 
Tarlac City,

Call: 0995-378-1692

For	all	your	plumbing	
and	electrical	needs

Sinong Barangay Chairman sa Gerona, Tarlac, ang binug-
bog sa mismong baragay hall niya ng subukin niyang yayain 
magdate thru text ang isang ginang na ka-barangay niya? 
Mismo daw asawa at mga kamag-anak ng ginang ang bu-
mugbog sa kanya. Totoo bang ginagawa daw niyang hotel 
ang barangay hall?

(Guest	Columnist)

Sa puntong ito ay medyo nagkakaroon na ako ng isang 
hindi kanais-nais at posibleng hindi maganda na im-

presyon sa pamumuno ng TARELCO 1. Bakit ka ninyo?  
Mukhang  ang pamumuno ng TARELCO 1 ay hindi ata 
bukas sa pag tanggap ng boluntaryo na tulong mula sa isa 
nilang miyembro na ang  nais lamang ng miyembro na ito 
ay iboluntaryo ang kanyang oras at panahon para sa ika-
bubuti ng serbisyo ng kooperatiba. Masama ba naman ang 
ganitong layunin at adhikain?

Para sa kolumnista na ito ang pagbo-boluntryo ng oras 
at panahon ay maaring masabi na mas mahalaga pa kung 
minsan kaysa pagbi-bigay ng isang pinansiyal na tulong o 
donasyon kung maliit din lamang ang maitutulong. Bag-
amat ang pag bibigay ng serbisyo base sa isang kaalaman at 
karunungan (experience and expertise) ay pagpapakita ng 
isang pagmamalasakit sa - TARELCO 1 na isa rin namang 
kooperatiba. Siguro ay hindi ko na kailangan pang ulitin 
at ihayag ang depinisyon ng kooperatiba sapagkat sa mga 
nakaraan kong kolum ay nilinaw ko na ang kahulugan at 
depinisyon ng salitang kooperatiba (cooperative). Kaya 
para sa pamunuan ng TARELCO 1 siguro ay pang huling 
request na namin ito na ma-ibigay sa inyong miyembro ang 
kanyang mga impormasyon na hinihingi, sapagkat nasisig-
uro ko naman na wala naman kayong tinatago, hindi po ba 
mga BOSSING!?!?

Inyong  mababasa ang liham sa ibaba hinggil sa mga ka-
kulangan pa na mga  impormasyon. Maaaring hindi pa ito 
ang lahat ng impormasyon na kakailanganin sapagkat para 
maintindihan ang buong kuwento, o estado o pigura  ng 
isang bagay ay hindi mo naman mabibigla ang pag-hingi 
ng impormasyon sapagkat uusbong lang naman ang pan-
gangailangan ng impormasyon base sa mga unang impor-
masyong nakalap kung saan posibleng magmula uli ng mga 
panibagong katanungan.

Simpleng simpleng lohika lang naman mga BOSSSING!!!

Nagpadala ng impormasyon ang isa nating miyembro 
hinggil sa mga ilang poultries sa Brgy. Calayaan, Gerona 
(dalawa along the main road at isa na medyo interior) na 
binigyan ng temporary closure o suspension order. Inyong 
makikita ang dalawang larawan dito sa aking kolum.

Ayon sa aking impormante, bagama’t patuloy pa rin 
naman daw ang operasyon ng mga nasabing poultry, (ito ay 
ayon sa ilan mga residente sa nasabing lugar), ito ay ating 
naiintindihan.

Para sa kolumnista na ito ay naiintindihan natin ang hi-
rap na ipasara ang isang poultry o piggery sapagkat paa-
no mo maipapasara ang isang poultry kung kasalukuyan 
siyang mayroong karga na mga manok? Hindi mo naman 
basta-basta maaalis ang mga manok at kulang pa sa tamang 
araw at naintindihan din naman natin na mayron ding mga 
karapatan ang isang lehitimong poultry o piggery (na isa 
rin namang negosyo) na mag-operate basta’t kumpleto ang 
kanilang legal requirements to operate, katulad halimbawa 
ng business permit, environmental compliance certificate 
(ECC) and many more related permits and licenses. Sa 
aking panananaw, magiging isang balancing act para sa lo-
cal government kung paano nila ita-trato ang pago-operate 
ng isang poultry.

Ang aking nais lamang na mangyari ay huwag lang sana 
maging ugat ng korapsyon o palakasan ang pag papayag 
ng isang Mayor para sa isang negosyante  na payagan na 
mag-operate ang isang poultry o piggery gawa ng kulang 
ang kanilang mga requirements, at pakatatandaan na na-
pakadali na mai-verify kung ang isang poultry o piggery ay 
kumpleto sa kanyang mga requirements.

Sa puntong ito ay nais ko lang batiin ng keep up the good 
work in monitoring the poultries and piggeries in your 
AOR at Mabuhay Po Kayo Mayor Eloy Eclar.

NALPAS !!!

Isang	 poultry,	 SNA	 Poultry	 (layer/paitlugan)	 along	 main	 road	
Brgy.	Calayaan,	Gerona	na	binigyan	ng	suspension	order	ni	May-
or	Eloy	Eclar.

Isang	poultry,	allegedly	owned	by	Mr.	Janus	Lim	(broiler)	along	
main	 road	Brgy.	Calayaan,	Gerona	 na	 binigyan	 ng	 suspension	
order	ni	Mayor	Eloy	Eclar.

oo0  ^  0oo 
Sinong dating vice mayor ng Tarlac province ang nagpa-

sasa sa mga babae at minolestiya niya ang halos lahat ng 
mga naging sekretarya niya? Clue: kagawad siya ngayon at 
hiniwalayan na ng asawa at hindi marunong magbayad ng 
utang.

oo0  ^  0oo
Sinong kagawad ng Tarlac City ang hindi nagbabayad ng 

renta ng puwesto sa palengke ng lungsod? Totoo bang nasa 
P 5 Million na ang utang niya sa city?

oo0  ^  0oo
Sino ring kagawad ng Tarlac City ang protektor ng Pali-

paran Central Market Corp dahil ‘di umano siya ay kasosyo 
dito? Clue: siya ay negosyante at naging administrador ni 
ex-mayor Manalang    

oo0  ^  0oo
Sinong MARO ng DAR Tarlac na sinasabing sobra sa 

takaw humingi sa mga taong nanga-ilangan ng clearance?  

oo0  ^  0oo
Sino daw ang lalaban sa pagka-congressman sa Tersera 

Distrito kay Mayor Andy Lacson sa 2022? 

oo0  ^  0oo
Sino ang nagparenta sa mahigit kalahati ng Tarlac City 

Downtown Market  ng P70,000/month at matapos pirma-
han ang kontrata ay pina-renta naman ito ng P700,000/
month sa Puregold?

oo0  ^  0oo
Belated  Happy birthday Mdm. Laura Calip  of the Tarlac 

Provincial Treasury office. Pero huwag mo sanang pahira-
pan ang mga taong nagbabayad ng Real Estate Tax (RET). 
Iwanan mo sana ang OR para sa RET  ng ibang bayan kung 
birthday mo. 

oo0  ^  0oo
To public officials: WE ONLY WRITE WHAT YOU DO. 

Director Gina T. Gacusan during the Calabarzon Re-
gional Economic and Financial Literacy Forum held 
at Laguna State Polytechnic University Santa Cruz 
Campus in Sta. Cruz, Laguna on November 14, 2019.

With the theme “Our Planet’s Health, the Future’s 
Wealth,” the academe, provincial and local govern-
ment units, and regional line agencies were gathered 
to promote among them the importance of having a 
healthy community not alone through financial and 
economic stability, but also through ensuring a sus-
tainable economy cultivated by responsible consum-
ers and producers.

Sustainable consumption...
               from page 3

The SCP is based on SDG 
No. 12 which is the “Respon-
sible Consumption and Pro-
duction.”

As it is defined, Sustain-
able Development is a de-
velopment that would meet 
people’s needs without com-
promising the future gener-
ations.

“The same way, when we 
talk about sustainable pro-
duction and consumption 
it is a way of us meeting our 
basic needs for food, shelter, 
clothing, housing and a better 
quality of life without dam-
aging our natural resources 
so that the future generations 
can also meet their needs,” 
Gacusan explained.

She also tackled the SCP 
Framework and Action Plan 
stressing out its goal to en-
courage more Filipinos to 
produce and consume green 
goods and services toward 
sustainable practices and lifestyles.

Specifically, the goals of the Action 
Plan are to: (1) guide and facilitate the 
implementation of SCP across sectors; 
(2) lay down the priority strategies 
and activities per core SCP thematic 
areas to support and advance SCP im-
plementation in the country; and (3) 
identify means of implementation to 
cohesively and effectively implement 
interventions in the areas of sustainable 
business and lifestyles, resource con-
servation and efficiency, and waste and 
chemicals management, among others.

The vision of the SCP Framework is 
an Improved living conditions of cur-
rent and future generations of Filipi-
nos towards a “matatag, maginhawa, 
at panatag na 
buhay” or a sta-



Solar in Singapore
Singapore is also concentrating on developing and de-

ploying floating solar power. Singapore’s national water 
agency, the Public Utilities Board (PUB), in June announced 
it aims to seek out “private sector participation to deploy a 
50-MWp floating solar PV system on a national reservoir 
by 2021,” Jasper WongSolar Magazine Interviewee Avatar, 
the head of Construction and Infrastructure, Sector Solu-
tions Group for United Overseas Bank’s (UOB) Wholesale 
Banking Group, pointed out in an interview. “The floating 
solar energy system will eliminate the need to emit 28,000 
metric tons of carbon dioxide every year it is in operation—
the equivalent to removing 6,000 cars off Singapore’s roads,” 
he said.

Reindl also highlighted that concerns and commitments 
to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and stem the 
tide of rising global mean temperatures prompted the Sin-
gapore government to introduce a carbon tax in January. 
The carbon tax rate has been set at S$5 (~USD3.68) per 
metric ton of equivalent carbon dioxide emissions (tCO2e) 
from 2019 to 2023. Government authorities intend to re-
view the carbon tax rate by 2023 with an eye towards raising 
it to S$10–S$15 (~USD7.35–11.03). “This will contribute to 
leveling the playing field in the energy sector,” Reindl told 
Solar Magazine.

“Political economy plays out in every country. You have 
to make sure the oil and gas industry in Singapore supports 
[the carbon tax] effort—oil and gas industry players, includ-
ing traders, distributors, suppliers, etc. With these types of 
struggles between interest groups you’re talking about seri-
ous shifts in people’s and industry interests,” Atem Ramsun-
dersinghSolar Magazine Interviewee Avatar, founder and 
CEO of regional distributed solar and clean energy investor 
and developer WEnergy Global, said in an interview.

Solar energy investment and capacity deployment could 
be growing faster, some Singapore solar industry partici-
pants say, however. “It’s true that Singapore doesn’t have 
lots of land for project development…The good thing is the 
government of Singapore is doing its best to drive ‘solar-
ization’ and clean energy in a step by step manner, but if 
you consider Singapore has 2 GW of solar power potential 
and you look at the level and speed of activity—around 200 
megawatts-peak (MWp) of installed capacity—progress 
hasn’t been all that impressive,” Ramsundersingh said.

Ongoing support for coal and natural gas power gener-
ation

As positive and encouraging as all 
this is, Southeast Asian nations need 
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KLINERGY
Solar power installation and 

solutions provider for residential, 
business, industrial.

Call/Text or email   us to schedule for a free estimate
Email address: kev.lim65@gmail.com
0999-823-2753 (Smart)
0905-334-3473 (Globe) www.klinergysolar.com

Pinoy Christmas: A fad for crisp bills
MANILA -- Aside from 

being dubbed as the 
most wonderful time of the 
year, Christmas in the Phil-
ippines is a season of some-
thing new -- from clothes, 
shoes to money.

During the holiday sea-
son, giving new and crisp 
paper bills, regardless of 
color and value, has become 
customary for Filipinos.

Just like the much-loved 
“lechon” often seen as a 
centerpiece in during the 
“noche buena” and “media 
noche” feasts, the Filipinos’ 
fascination for crisp bills as 
gifts is ingrained in tradition 
supported by the practice of 
banks to issue new denomi-
nations during the holidays.

Businesswoman Charlene 
Manuel, from San Carlos, 
Pangasinan said that the giv-

ing of crisp bills, especially 
those with high value, looks 
good.

“Nagiging tradisyon 
pagsapit ng holidays, pin-
amimigay ang mga bagong 
bills dahil maganda tig-
nan at hindi nakakahiyang 
ibigay sa mga pagbibigyan. 
Wala ring pinagkaiba ito 
kung magbibigay ka ng re-
galo, syempre bago. Ganon 
din sa bills (It’s a Filipino 
tradition to give new bills as 
gifts during the holidays and 
giving new money is some-
times better than other stuff. 
And like traditional gifts, 
you will opt to give new 
ones, to show your regard to 
the person),” she said.

Her views were shared by 
Kaye Imson Pangilinan, a 
new mom living in Navo-
tas, who said that it is more 

exciting for some to receive 
new money as gifts during 
the holidays.

“Kasi pag Pasko, mas ex-
citing daw na makatanggap 
ng bagong pera. Amoy pa 
lang nakakatuwa na. Tapos 
mapabata o matanda napa-
pasaya (During Christmas 
it’s more exciting for some 
our ‘kababayans’ to receive 
crispy new bills as gifts. Just 
by smelling it, someone be-
comes happy. I think both 
old and young people are 
happy when they receive 
these),” she added.

For Joel Locsin, a resident 
of Binondo, Manila, new 
bills equate with the coming 
New Year which is just six 
days away from Christmas, 
hence the fixation of Filipi-
nos to give new money as 
gifts.

For Tiea Maryze Vil-
lanueva, an overseas Fili-
pino worker currently in 
Dubai, United Arab Emir-
ates, giving of crispy new 
money can be likened to a 
good luck charm to greet 
the coming New Year.

The same holds true for 
marketing executive Tri-
sha Alcantara, a resident 
of Mangatarem, Pan-
gasinan, adding that new 
bills give a good and pos-
itive vibe for the coming 
New Year.

“Bagong taon, bagong 
pera at bagong buhay 
(New Year, new money, 
and new life),” she added.

For Tiffani Nepomuce-
no of Caloocan City, the 
Filipino fixation for new 
money during the holi-
days can be attributed to 

CRISP BILLS FOR CHRISTMAS. During the Christmas sea-
son, giving new and crisp paper bills has become customary for 
Filipinos. Bills in smaller denominations such as PHP20 and 
PHP50 placed in ang pao (red envelopes) are the most common 
giveaways for both the young and young at heart. (File photo)

the tradition of having new 
things for the holidays.

“New clothes, new furniture, 
and new money, that’s the tra-
ditional way of greeting the 
Christmas Season,” she added.

As for Jeca Marie Ale-

jo-Curammeng, a new 
housewife from Barangay 
Muzon, Malabon, giving 
new money equates to shar-
ing happiness and blessings 
to old and young people 
alike.	(PNA)

Southeast	Asian	Solar	Power	Set	to	Surge	as	Costs	Drop	Below	Natural-Gas	Generation
ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) mem-

bers have forged themselves into leading industrial and 
export-driven manufacturing hubs in recent decades. They 
have been lagging behind when it comes to deploying solar 
and other emissions-free energy resources, however; that 
despite having committed to achieving UN renewable en-
ergy and climate change goals.

Regionally, Southeast Asia’s cumulative solar photovolta-
ic (PV) capacity could nearly triple to 35.8 gigawatts (GW) 
in 2024 from an estimated 12.6 GW this year, according to 
consultancy Wood Mackenzie. Expected to have installed 
a cumulative solar power capacity of 5.5 GW by the end of 
this year, 44% of the total, region-wide capacity, highlight-
ed Wood Mackenzie power and renewables analyst, Rishab 
ShresthaSolar Magazine Interviewee Avatar. That compares 
with 134 MW last year.

Solar power progresses across Southeast Asia
In addition, Malaysia recently completed a 500-megawatt 

(MW) solar power auction via which a bid for 365 MW of 
new solar capacity came in below the average cost of build-
ing natural gas-fired power plants, Minister of Energy, Sci-
ence, Technology, Environment and Climate Change Yeo 
Bee Yin highlighted. The country intends to carry out at 
least one more-500 MW tender in next year’s second quar-
ter, Yeo said.

More broadly, Malaysia intends to increase its renewable 
energy for electricity generation from 6% at present to 20% 
by 2025.  The majority is expected to be solar power. “For 
the first time in the history of Malaysia we have a large-
scale solar energy costs that is less than gas,” Yeo said at Sin-
gapore International Energy Week. “We now finally have 
an alternative energy that is cheaper than gas to replace our 
peak energy demand at midday.”

Another regional industrial and trading leader, Singapore 
set a goal of installing at least 2 GW of peak solar power ca-
pacity by 2030—more than 10% of current peak electricity.  
Natural-gas power generation supplies 95% of Singapore’s 
national generation capacity at present. Installing 2 GW 
of solar capacity could potentially replace that with emis-
sions-free, solar power capacity, Wood Mackenzie Power & 
Renewables points out.

“This being presented by the (Singaporean) authorities 
is very interesting as this points towards firm political de-

termination to go towards a low-carbon 
economy in a constrained world,” added 
Francesco La Camera, Director-General 
of International Renewable Energy Agen-
cy (IRENA). Furthermore, “There need 
to be some good measures to ensure that 
investors feel confident that their money 
could be returned in a relatively reason-
able period,” said Keisuke Sadamori, the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) direc-
tor for energy markets and security.

Varying solar power deployment and 
investment across Southeast Asia

Solar energy investment and deploy-
ment and potential varies widely across 
and within ASEAN members. Laos con-
tinues to boost its hydroelectric power 
capacity despite the ensuing degradation 
of water, fishing resources, community 

displacement and loss of traditional livelihoods. The Phil-
ippines continues to subsidize coal power and oil fuels for 
transportation despite their higher true costs and resulting 
damages to human and environmental health.

Leading industrialized ASEAN members, such as Thai-
land, have focused on supporting utility-scale solar, while 
deployment of smaller-scale solar-plus-storage home sys-
tems and microgrids have taken the lead in other, less in-
dustrialized countries, such as Indonesia and Myanmar. A 
mix of utility and small-scale solar-plus storage has and is 
being installed in the Philippines and Cambodia.

“Singapore’s energy policy is to not favor one form of en-
ergy over the other, but rather organize supply and demand 
through a market-based platform, the National Electricity 
Market of Singapore (NEMS),” Thomas ReindlSolar Mag-
azine Interviewee Avatar, Deputy CEO of the Solar Ener-
gy Research Institute of Singapore (SERIS) at the National 
University of Singapore (NUS), explained in an interview. 
“Given Singapore’s land and water resource limitations, it 
has been taking pragmatic and measured steps in promot-
ing solar energy as a sustainable renewable energy source,” 
Reindl said. A long road lies ahead before Singapore 
achieves its goals, however.

Singapore has zoomed 
i on becoming a leader in 
urban solar, demonstrating 
that solar power generation 
can make a major contri-
bution to enhancing grid 
reliability, resilience and 
reduce electricity costs, as 
well greenhouse gas emis-
sions and opening up sub-
stantial opportunities for 
sustainable, socio-economic 
development even in dense-
ly-built urban environments 
and despite the challenges 
presented in tropical condi-
tions.

“The technologies and 
solutions developed here 
can then also benefit other 
megacities in the tropical 
sunbelt and beyond. Being a 
global leader in floating so-
lar is one example for that,” 
Reindl said.
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MANILA -- A major-
ity of Filipinos have 

expressed worry over the 
growing number of Chinese 
workers in the country, the 
results of the Social Weather 
Stations’ (SWS) September 
poll revealed.

The SWS survey, con-
ducted from September 27 
to 30, found that 70 per-
cent of adult Filipinos were 
“worried” about the surge of 
Chinese nationals working 
in the Philippines.

The respondents were 
asked: “How worried are 
you about the increasing 
number of foreign Chinese 
working here in the Philip-
pines?”

Of the 70 percent, 31 per-
cent were “worried a great 
deal”, while 39 percent were 
“somewhat worried.”

About 19 percent told 
SWS that they were “not too 
worried” and the remaining 
11 percent said they were 
“not at all worried.”

The Bureau of Immigra-
tion has estimated that 3.12 
million Chinese nationals 
have entered the country 
from January 2016 to May 
2018.

From 2016 to 2018, about 
335,800 working visas and 

special permits were issued 
to Chinese nationals.

The influx of Chinese 
citizens visiting and seek-
ing jobs in the country was 
observed since President 
Rodrigo Duterte sought 
friendly and improved ties 
with China upon assuming 
office in 2016.

Some 12 percent of Fil-
ipinos believed that “very 
many” Chinese nationals 
were working in their lo-
cality, 19 percent said there 
were “somewhat many”, 25 
percent think there were a 
“few”, and the remaining 44 
percent were convinced that 
there were “almost none”, 
the SWS survey noted.

Visibility of Chinese 
workers was highest in 
Metro Manila (43 percent), 
followed by the Visayas (37 
percent), Balance Luzon (28 
percent), and Mindanao (19 
percent).

Filipinos who raised wor-
ry over Chinese workers’ 
presence in the country was 
also highest in Metro Ma-
nila (75 percent), followed 
by the Visayas (71 percent), 
Balance Luzon (28 percent), 
and Mindanao (67 percent).

The poll also bared that 
27 percent “strongly agree” 

and 25 percent “somewhat 
agree” that the rising num-
ber of Chinese workers in 
the Philippines is “a threat 
to the country’s overall se-
curity.”

Nineteen percent, howev-
er, “somewhat disagree”, 13 
percent “strongly disagree”, 
and 21 percent were “unde-
cided”, SWS said.

The Filipinos’ stance 
that the influx of Chinese 
nationals working in the 
country is a threat to na-
tional security yielded a net 
agreement of “very strong” 
+38 in Metro Manila, and 
“moderately strong” in Bal-
ance Luzon (+27), Mindan-
ao (+21), and the Visayas 
(+15).

On July 31, National Se-
curity Adviser Hermogenes 
Esperon Jr. viewed the surge 
of Chinese nationals in 
the country as a “security 
threat.”

The SWS used sampling 
error margins of ±2.3 per-
centage points for national 
percent for national percent-
ages, ±4 percentage points 
each for Balance Luzon, and 
±6 percentage points each 
for Metro Manila and the 
Visayas when it interviewed 
1,800 adult Filipinos.	(PNA)

to guard against a solar energy boom that results in way 
more solar and renewable power generation deployed than 
is needed or economic. The “mushrooming of solar PV 
in Vietnam has exceeded its grid capacity by 18%,” Wood 
Mackenzie’s Shrestha said, underscoring the need for fur-
ther investments across other facets of the power sector. 
“The approved capacity for the Ninh Thuan and Binh Thu-
an provinces amounts to 5 GW, more than double the grid 
usable capacity,” he pointed out.

The same is true in the Philippines, according to the In-
ternational Institute for Energy Economics and Analysis 
(IEEFA). “The government is in a position to change the 
longstanding status quo, which disproportionately puts 
fuel-price and foreign-exchange risk on consumers, while 
utilities and power generators remain insulated from mar-
ket changes,” IEEFA Energy Analyst Sarah Jane Ahmed 
wrote in IEEFA’s Unlocking Rooftop Solar in the Philip-
pines. “As a result, power suppliers have no incentive to 
transition away from coal and diesel or to hedge against 
price-change and currency risks.”

Electricity costs in the Philippines are the highest 
among the 10 ASEAN nation member countries at 
around 10 PhP/kWh (USD0.20/kWh). Much of that 
has to do with longstanding government fossil-fuel 
industry subsidies that transfer the fuel, currency 
and other socioeconomic and environmental risks 
and burdens of electricity generation, transmission 
and distribution from utilities and large indepen-
dent power producers that have the ability to man-
age them to everyday Filipinos, many of whom live 
at marginal, subsistence levels, IEEFA highlights in 
a March 2019 research report.

Southeast Asian solar power...
               from page 6

70%	of	Filipinos	worried	over	Chinese	
workers’	influx	to	PH:	SWS

The publicly released, con-
tracted cost of coal and nat-
ural gas power generation 
is inaccurate and misrepre-
sented as being significantly 
lower than it actually is due 
to the legally permitted abil-
ity of power producers to 
pass hidden costs on to con-
sumers. “Regulators and the 
DOE (Department of En-
ergy) assumed the growth 
and electrification agenda 
requires, and is premised on, 
cheap coal. That’s clearly not 
happening. Coal is extreme-
ly expensive,” Ahmed told 
Solar Magazine.

At Philippine peso (PhP) 
2.50–5.30 (USD0.05–0.10) 
per kilowatt-hour (kWh) 
excluding financing costs, 
rooftop solar can deliver 
lower-cost energy than con-
ventional coal-fired power 
plants and unlock as much 
as PhP1.5 trillion (US$2.8 
billion) in new investment 
by 2030, Ahmed highlight-
ed. Larger scale commer-
cial-industrial and utili-
ty-scale solar power plants 
can produce electricity even 
more cheaply./solarmaga-
zine.com

Pinay sprinter Kristina Knott breaks Lydia de Vega’s 33-year record - Kristina Knott 
erased the 33-year-old record of Lydia de Vega in the women’s 200-meter run and set a new 
Southeast Asian Games best time to top the preliminaries at the Athletic Stadium here on 
Saturday. Knott clocked 23.07 to topple De Vega’s 23.35 time set in 1986./Karl Cedrick Basco, 
ABS-CBN News

Sustainable consumption...
               from page 3
ble, convenient and peaceful 
life. This aspiration is based 
on the Ambisyon Natin 2040.

She said we should look 
into sustainable public pro-
curement since the govern-
ment is the biggest consum-
er, sustainable tourism for 
tourism causes traffic con-
gestion and generates wastes, 
sustainable food system, and 
sustainable lifestyles.

SCP in Practice
More than the concepts 

and ideals, Gacusan laid 
down practices that individ-
ual consumers and house-
holds can do to contribute to 
sustainable consumption and 
production.

She cited practical ways 
to achieve SCP. Simple per-
sonal choices that reduces 
detrimental impact to the en-
vironment for ensuring sus-
tainability.

Based on a study, even 
personal choices may help 
reduce climate change. “Ang 
ganda ng study nila from 
Singapore, sabi nila (Their 
study in Singapore wasre-
markable, they said these 
personal choices would result 
to the annual climate change 
reduction in environment – a 

climate change savings,” she 
shared.

The ways she cited to 
achieve climate change sav-
ings is as simple as “changing 
light bulb into LED, or better 
do recycling, or much better 
own a hybrid vehicle that 
uses both gas and electricity, 
or so much better to use elec-
tric car, but way way better 
not to own a car at all and use 
alternatives like bike instead.”

But the ultimate way to 
save would be controlling 
population growth which 
means reduced number of 
consumers, she pointed out.

She also stressed the need 
for behavior change and 
asked, “What behaviors need 
to change?”

Instead of using car solo, 
either opt to ride a public 
utility vehicle (PUV) or do 
carpooling.

Rather than riding on a tri-
cycle going somewhere near-
by, go for a walk to lessen air 
pollution while doing it as 
exercise.

“Social norms hold us 
back,” she stated.

As she explains, social 
norms are the accepted be-
havior, “Sa atin kasi accepted 
iyong nagtitira ka ng pagka-

in sa plato… it is a social norm for us 
na hindi maganda iyong second hand 
whether kotse, sapatos, damit o bag. 
Ayaw natin ng second hand.”

(“For us having leftover food in our 
plates is accepted… it is a social norm 
that secondhand whether car, shoes, 
dress or bag is not good enough.”)

For instance, it takes 2,642 gallons of 
water to make one pair of jeans, hence, 
using secondhand may help in conserv-
ing water. People then should buy less 
of anything, try to do repair, reuse or 

borrow If possible, she sug-
gested.

Other practical ways is to 
bring own bag when shop-
ping. The government itself 
can contribute to waste re-
duction by controlling the use 
of single-use plastics in regu-
lar meetings, she added.

She also tackled the 5Rs 
that everyone must keep in 
mind such as Refuse or saying 
no to using single-use plastics 
and straws, trying to Reduce 
the amount of waste genera-
tion, Reuse by using sustain-
able and reusable alterna-
tives, Recycle by upcycling 
or repurposing recyclable 
materials, and lastly, Rot by 
composting or putting biode-
gradable wastes in the garden.

It really takes two and may-
be more to tango, and the 
only way towards a sustain-
able consumption and pro-
duction is through the col-
lective initiative and efforts of 
every Filipino.

Adopting the practical 
ways shared by ARD Gacusan 
combined with self-discipline 
and compassion for the future 
generations will surely make 
our planet a healthier place 
to live in towards a wealthy 
future. (Joy	Gabrido/PIA	4A)
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www.linisgobyerno.org

MGA KAGALANG-GALANG NA MAYORS, 
ANG HAMON NG LINIS GOBYERNO SA 
INYO, SUNDAN NINYO ANG MGA MAGA-
GANDA AT TAMANG MGA HAKBANGIN 
NI MAYOR NORA MODOMO (Mayor - Sta. 
Ignacia). DAPAT AY PANTAY-PANTAY ANG 
PAGTRATO AT PAG -IMPLEMENTA NG MGA 
KONDISYONES SA ECC BAGO MABIGYAN 
NG BAGO O RENEWAL NG BUSINESS PER-
MIT.  

ATTENTION : HONORABLE
MAYORS OF TARLAC  PROVINCE, TAKE

Samanatala ay nais  nating bigyang linaw ang aming nilathalang 
bahagi ng ECC Online application form noong nakaraang linggo. 

Ang form na ito (sa ibaba) ay ang unang pahina (out of 8 pages) ng IEE 
(Initial Environmental Evaluation) Checklist kung saan nararapat na 
i-fill-up ng tama dahil eto ang magiging basehan kung ang kinakailan-
gan na personal na puntahan ng EMB ang proyekto para makasigurado 
na ang babuyan o manukan ay di makakaperhuwisyo sa kalikasan at sa 
mga residente.

Halimbawa, kung may paaralan, health center, etc. sa loob ng 1-km 
radius, dapat i-check ang box ng commercial/institutional. Ito ay napa-
ka-critical dahil ang apektado ay mga batang walang kamalay-malay.

Ngunit may mga piggery at poultry na nagsisinungaling at hindi 
dinideklara ang paaralan na nasa loob ng 1-km radius, sa sapagkat pu-
wede itong maging dahilan para ma-deny ang kanilang ECC application. 
Bagama’t kung mapapatunayan na nagsinungaling ang ECC applicant ay 
puwedeng makasuhan (dahil bukod sa form na ito ay may notaryadong 
sworn statement pa na kalakip ito na nagsasabi na ang aplikante ay nag-
sasabi ng pawang katotohanan) at puwedeng maisantabi ang naibigay na 
ECC.

Bukod pa sa IEE Checklist ay napakarami pang form na dapat i-fill-
up ng tama ng isang isang ECC applicant at mga dokumento kailangan 
i-submit na hindi dapat isawalang-bahala.

Inyong mababasa ang isang example ng Environmental Compliance Certificate 
(ECC) na, na issue sa isang Poultry Farm nuong taon September 2017. Makikita 

ninyo na mayroon labing pito (17) na conditionalities o mga alituntunin na dapat 
sundin, ang karamihan naman ay mukhang madaling maipasatupad katulad ng mga 
pag-tatanim ng mga puno, proper waste disposal etc, bagamat may mga ilang kondi-
syones na kailangan ng i-comply at kunan ng mga permit sa Environmental Man-
agement Bureau (EMB) katulad ng nakasaad sa General Conditions No. 7 (makikita 
sa example ng ECC ).  Ang mga sumusunod ay :

•	 Secure	Permit	to	Operate	Air	Pollution	Source	Control	Installations		
(POAPSCI) and Discharge Permit for Water Pollution Source/Control Facilities 
(WSPCF)
•	 Designate	Pollution	Control	Officer	(PCO).	–	(Ang	PCO	ay	trained	and	

certified by the EMB).  
•	 Submit	quarterly	Self	Monitoring	Report	(SMR)		
•	 Register	as	Hazardous	Waste	Generator

 NOTE OF THE CONDITIONALITIES OF THE EN-
VIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE CER-
TIFICATE (ECC) OF POULTRIES AND 
PIGGERIES  IN YOUR AOR !!! 


